JACK ACKROYD

Born:  Rotherham,1895

Career: Army; Rotherham County (8/19); Scunthorpe United (7/20); Exeter City (7/22); Grimsby Town (5/23)

   A local player who made just a solitary appearance playing at left half in a game at Huddersfield Town but it was one to forget as Rotherham were hammered 7-1.

1919/20: League Apps 1

CHARLES ALTON


Born: Chesterfield

Career: Stalybridge Celtic; Rotherham County (8/19); Brentford (7/21)

   An accomplished full back who was equally happy on the right and left, he was a member of the Rotherham County side in their very first game in the Football League. 

   He missed only two games in that inaugural season, his only goal coming in the very last game of the campaign, a 2-1 home defeat at the hands of Hull City.

   Charles then appeared in the first 14 league games of the following season but from the beginning of November he played in just one more game, in early April.

1919/20:  League Apps 40 Goals 1  Cup Apps 1

1920/21:  League Apps 15
JAMES ANDERSON
Career: Winsford United; Rotherham United (8/38)

  An inside forward who wasn't able to establish himself as a first team regular only once making two successive appearances. His other games were scattered throughout the season underlining the fact that he was used just as a replacement for missing players. 

  The dawning of the Second World War meant his league career was restricted to one season.

1938/39: League Apps 8 Cup Apps 1
TOM ANDERSON
Career: Rotherham United 1932-33

   Another of the string of players who made just one appearance, his coming when he played on the right wing in a 2-1 defeat at Barrow on 21 January 1933.

1932/33:  League Apps 1
FRED ARCHER


Born: Ashton-on-Trent

Career: Rotherham County (8/19); Aston Villa; Walsall (7/22)

   This centre forward's main claim to fame was that his debut saw him score the only goal of the game  as Rotherham County beat Stockport County 1-0 on 8 September 1919 and he played in a 1-0 home defeat at the hands of West Ham United five days later before drifting out of favour.

1919/20:  League Apps 2 Goal 1
WALTER ARDRON 
Born: Swinton, 19 September, 1918

Died: 1978

Career: Rotherham United (12/38), Nottingham Forest (7/49).

1938/39:  League App 1

1946/47:  League Apps  40 Goals 38 Cup Apps 2 Goals 2

1947/48:  League Apps 40 Goals 30 Cup  App 1

1948/49:  League Apps 42 Goals 30 Cup Apps 2 Goals 2 

LAWRENCE RAYMOND ARMESON

Born: Rotherham

Career: Rotherham YMCA; Sheffield United; Rotherham United (7/35); Coventry City (4/36); WW2 Guest for Northampton Town; Chester; Barnsley; West Ham; Hull City; Mansfield Town 

   This centre half made all his four league appearances in successive games in March 1936, two of which were won and the other two ended in defeat after he had made his debut in the North Section Cup in a 2-1 defeat at Lincoln City the previous November.

1935/36:  League 4 Apps Cup 1
ROBERT ARMSTRONG ATKINSON

Born: Ashington, 4 September,1906

Career: Rotherham United 1928-29

   A left winger, Bob played two games in early October and after missing the next two games, he went on a run of 12 successive appearances scoring both goals in a 2-0 win against Chesterfield at Millmoor but he then faded away from the first team scene.

1928/29:  League Apps14 Goals 3
TOM ATTER



Born: Dinnington, 9 May, 1901




Died: 6 October, 1958

Career: Dinnington Main; Grimsby Town (2/23); Rotherham United (5/26)

   A goalkeeper, he took over from the more experienced John Mehaffy in December of the 1926/27 season and he went on to make himself the number one choice. 

   He missed just two games the following season but in 1928/29 he played the opening 15 league games before being out of action until mid-April when he was recalled. The following season he had to share the custodian duties with Bert Emery and Arthur Turner.

1926/27:  League Apps 23

1927/28:  League Apps 39 Cup 5
1928/29:  League Apps 20

1929/30:  League Apps 26 Cup 3
HEDLEY BAILEY          

Born: Sutton-in-Ashfield, 25 June, 1895

Career: Sutton Junction; Rotherham County (8/19)

   An accomplished wing half, Hedley was a member of the Rotherham County team for their Football League debut on 30 August 1919 and he went on to give the club many years of loyal service as he took his tally of appearances to just under 350. 

   He didn't manage to get on the scoring sheet until his fifth season but he had the distinction of knowing that his three goals that year were part of three victories. 

   Not playing in the opening game of the 1925/26 season denied him the honour of being the only player to appear in County and United's first league games. But he was soon in the side again and missed only a handful of games in United's first three seasons. At least he scored for both clubs, hitting a double in a 5-0 win against Ashington in February 1927 and he only finished on the losing side on one occasion out of the ten games in which he scored.

1919/20:  League Apps 38 Cup Apps 1

1920/21:  League Apps 35

1921/22:  League Apps 37 Cup Apps 2

1922/23:  League Apps 37 Cup Apps 1

1923/24:  League Apps 40 Goals 3  Cup Apps 3

1924/25:  League Apps 37 Goals 3

1925/26:  League Apps 38 Cup Apps 3

1926/27:  League Apps 32 Goals 3

1927/28:  League Apps 40 Goals 2 Cup Apps 4

FRED BAINES

Born: Leeds, 1898


Career: Leeds City (9/17); Rochdale (2/19); Rotherham County (6/19); Rochdale (7/20); Accrington Stanley (6/21)

   Another player who appeared in County's first ever league game, the full back played in the first five games but had to wait until the following February to add his only other two appearances which heralded his departure to Rochdale at the end of that season.

1919/20: League Apps 7
TOM BARTON

Career: Rotherham County 1923-24

   Little is known about this player apart from the fact that his one and only game was at inside right in a 1-0 win at Tranmere Rovers on 22 December 1923.

1923/24: League Apps 1
ROLAND BASTOW


Born: Normanton, 9 April, 1913

Career: Goole Town; Rotherham United (7/34)

   A centre forward, he was able to maintain quite a remarkable scoring ratio notching a goal in every two league games and he would undoubtedly have carried on finding the net had it not been for the intervention of the second World War although he continued to play in the early war years.

   He scored no fewer than eight doubles in his first season but he wasn't able to notch a hat-trick until he netted four goals in a 5-1 win against York City on 9 November 1935. He repeated that feat later in the season with four more goals as Rochdale were hammered 6-0 at Millmoor.

   But in the next two seasons he was in and out of the team for a variety of reasons, mainly injury although he still continued to find the net on a regular basis scoring six goals in five consecutive games early in the 1936/37 season. Was reputed to have a whale of a kick - as his goals tally will testify.

1934/35:  League Apps 36 Goals 18 Cup Apps 3 Goal 1

1935/36:  League Apps 20 Goals 16 Cup Apps 2 Goal 1

1936/37:  League Apps 22 Goals 12

1937/38:  League Apps 15 Goals 3

1938/39:  League Apps 20 Goals 8 Cup Apps 2
LEWIS BEEVER



Born: Grenoside

Career: Rotherham County 1924-25

   Coming into the team on 18 October 1924, wing half Lewis twice played a couple of games before he returned to the side for a run of four games but for the rest of the season he was in and out of the side. He played one game at outside left.    

   His older brother Alf played for Wrexham, Aberdare and Merthyr in the League.

1924/25:  League Apps 12

DORNAM BELL



Born: Newcastle

Career: Hartlepools United (7/29); Sheffield Wednesday; Rotherham United (3/33); Carlisle United (7/33)

   Coming into the Rotherham team at the end of the 1932/33 season he made three successive appearances at half back, games which had mixed results with one defeat, one draw and a victory.

1932/33:  League Apps 3
JACK BELL

Born: Basford, 2 March, 1891

Career: Sherwood Foresters; St.Bartholemews; Sutton Town; Royal Engineers; Reading (7/11); Plymouth Argyle (7/12); Nottingham Forest (11/13); South Shields (7/19); Merthyr Town (3/20); Grimsby Town (3/21); Loughborough Corinthians (9/21); Rotherham County (2/22); Albion Rovers; Hartlepools United

   A much travelled centre forward he made his Rotherham debut in a 1-0 home defeat at the hands of Port Vale on 4 March 1922 and played the last 12 games of the season. 

   His first goal saw the team clinch a 2-1 win at West Ham United and he was also on the target in the last game, a 2-0 home win against Derby County. He appeared in the first game of 1922/23 against Sheffield Wednesday when he played on the left wing but he had to wait until March for his next two appearances. Again he was in the line up which beat Derby County and he played in a defeat at Leeds United.

1921/22:  League  Apps 12 Goals 2

1922/23:  League Apps 3
CHARLES BEMBRIDGE
    

Born: Mexborough

Career: Mexborough; Barnsley; Rotherham United (12/30)

   After signing for Rotherham from neighbouring Barnsley, Charles only played in six games during his spell of three seasons. His one and only game in 1931/32 saw him play at left back in a 3-0 home win against Chester in March and he switched to the right for his four games the following season. 

   It was in the same position that he played his one and only game in 1933/34 - a 3-2 home win against Gateshead on 18 November

1931/32:  League Apps 1

1932/33:  League Apps 4

1933/34:  League Apps 1
ROLAND BENTLEY

Career: Rotherham United (7/25)

   A local amateur, he made just one appearance in 1925/26 playing at centre forward in a 1-0 home win against Wigan Borough on 3 April and he was restricted to three games the following season. They all came in October and he was on the target in a 4-2 home defeat against Halifax Town and a 2-2 draw at Barrow.

1925/26:  League Apps 1

1926/27:  League Apps 3 Goals 2

GEORGE BERTRAM

Born: Brandon, 15 January,1896


Died: Uxbridge, 6 April, 1963

Career: Durham City; Middlesbrough; Fulham (10/19); Brentford (7/21); Rotherham County (7/24)

   Another member of the club who played a solitary game, his came at inside right in a 4-1 defeat at Doncaster Rovers on 25 October 1924.

1924/25:  League Apps 1

JERRY BEST



Born: Mickley, 22 August,1897

Career: Mickley CW; Coventry City (5/20); Halifax Town (7/26); Rotherham United (8/27); Worksop Town (7/29); Newark Town (9/30); Worksop Town (7/31)

   A goalkeeper, he stood in for the injured Jack Atter for three games in February 1928 but after being in the team which beat Durham City, he was on the losing end against Wrexham and Rochdale conceding four goals in those three games.   

   However, he had an extended run the following season when he played in 23 successive league and cup games. He was the unfortunate custodian in a 10-1 hammering at South Shields on 16 March, 1929.

1927/28:  League Apps 3

1928/29:  League Apps 22 Cup Apps 1
JACKIE BESTALL
Born: Beighton, 24 June, 1900



Died: Doncaster
, 11 April, 1985

Career: Beighton MW; Rotherham County (7/24); Grimsby Town (11/26); Birmingham (Coach) (6/38); Later managed Doncaster Rovers, Blackburn Rovers, Nelson and Doncaster Rovers again.

  After playing two games at the end of season 1924/25 when Rotherham County finished bottom of Division Three (North), Jackie was an ever present the following season and he was instrumental in producing much better fortunes. He netted 12 goals including two doubles and he continued his unbroken run of appearances by playing in the first 17 games of season 1926/27 before being sold to Grimsby Town where he became an England international inside-forward.

  He was sold a couple of days before an FA Cup tie at Lincoln City to produce much needed income which would help to pay the other players' wages. It was reported that his transfer was a good piece of business with the fee said to be just short of four figures. Skippered Grimsby Town's 1933-34  Second Division title success and is widely regarded as the Mariners' finest ever player. Has a Cleethorpes street named after him.

1924/25:  League Apps 2

1925/26:  League Apps 42 Goals 12 Cup Apps 3

1926/27:  League Apps 17 Goals 4

JOHN BEYNON



Born: Cardiff

Career: West Brom; Halifax Town; Rotherham United (2/31); Doncaster Rovers (6/32)

   An accomplished left winger, John went straight into the team when he moved from Halifax Town and he played in the last 13 games of 1930/31 during which time United lost just three games. 

   He scored in three out of four games in March and April and his fine form ensured he would be an automatic choice the following season. He missed just three games in the league with his six goals spread throughout the season apart from scoring in the last two games of the campaign. But he was mainly in the team to provide goals for his colleagues.

1930/31:  League  Apps  13 Goals 4

1931/32:  League  Apps 37  Goals 6 Cup Apps 2
WILLIAM (BILL) CUNNINGHAM BIRKETT



Born: Carlisle, 29 October, 1910

Died: Rotherham, 15 August, 1973

Career: Crescent Rangers; Carlisle United (11/29); Southport (7/32); Rotherham United (6/34)

   A polished and powerful left back, Bill had the ability to place the ball with uncanny accuracy. But his first season was blighted by injury and after playing in the opening 11 games, he was out of action for the next six. 

   His return saw him play once before being ruled out again but he returned for the last three matches of the season. He was an ever present the following year playing in all 46 league and cup games and in the next two seasons he missed just five of a possible 92 league and cup games. 

   Bill kept up his excellent record and in 1938/39 he was in the team for the first 36 games before missing the last six. Another whose league career was brought to a premature end by World War Two.

1934/35:  League Apps 15

1935/36:  League Apps 42 Cup Apps 4

1936/37:  League Apps 40 Cup Apps 3

1937/38:  League Apps 40 Cup Apps 4

1938/39:  League Apps 36 Cup Apps  3.
ALF BIRKHEAD


Born: Deepcar

Career: Stocksbridge Church; Sheffield United; Rotherham United (7/31)

   Goalkeeper Alf came into the side to replace Harry Soutar for the last 12 games of the season and he did such a good job that he played in every game the next season. But then he was relegated to second choice following the arrival of George Turner

1931/32:  League Apps 12

1932/33:  League Apps 42 Cup Apps 1

1933/34:  League Apps 10 Cup Apps 2

WILLIAM (BILL) BLACKWELL

Career: Rotherham United (8/32)

   A local lad, he made his single appearance at right wing in a 1-0 defeat at Walsall on 15 April, 1933.

1032/33:  League Apps 1

HAROLD BODLE
      


Born: Doncaster, 4 October, 1920

Career: Ridgehill Athletic; Rotherham United (5/38); Birmingham (12/38); Bury (3/49); Stockport County (10/52); Accrington Stanley (8/53). 

  Inside left Harold had a brief career at Millmoor playing in the opening seven games of his one and only season followed by a couple more before leaving Rotherham. Later managed Accrington Stanley and Burton Albion.

1938/39  League Apps 9 Cup Apps 1
WALTER G. BOTTERILL


Born: Eston, 8 January, 1903
  

Died: Eston, September, 1976

Career: South Bank; Middlesbrough (10/21); Nelson (6/24); Rotherham United (7/28); York City (9/29); Wolverhampton Wanderers (5/30); Huddersfield Town (5/33); Chesterfield (10/34)

   Walter played in a variety of positions in his time at Rotherham where he started at centre forward and he netted a hat-trick in his second game, a 3-2 home win against Lincoln City. 

   He also appeared at inside forward but still managed to get on the scoresheet on a regular basis. Also made a handful of appearances on the right wing and in one of them he netted the goal in a 3-1 defeat at Halifax Town.

1928/29  League Apps 30 Goals 11 Cup Apps 1

REDVERS BOULTON

Born: Rotherham

Career: Greasborough Working Men's Club; Rotherham County (5/23)

   A home grown player his only game in 1923/24 was at centre forward in a 1-0 defeat at Rochdale and did a little better the following season with two games at right wing, one at inside right and another at left half.  

   He added a couple more league appearances to his tally in 1925/26 after the team had changed to become Rotherham United and he hit two goals in a 3-0 FA Cup win at Halifax Town. Was a Sheffield & Hallamshire Cup winner in 1922-23.

1923/24:  League Apps 1

1924/25:  League Apps 1

1925/26:  League Apps 6 Cup Apps 2 Goals 2

NOAH BRADBURY
Career: Rotherham United (8/31); Walsall (7/32)

   Noah played his solitary game at league level at outside left in a 2-0 defeat at Doncaster Rovers.

1931/32: League Apps 1

GEORGE BRADLEY

Born: Maltby, 17 November, 1917



Died: Farnham, 8 December, 1998

Career: Maltby Hall OB; Rotherham United (3/37); Newcastle United (11/38); Millwall (9/46); Guildford City (7/50)

   He was generally accepted as a left back when he joined Rotherham from local football but it was at wing half that he forced himself into the team as a 20-year-old. 

   In 1938/39 he played at left half for the first 13 games and would surely played many more games but for the war years. He combined speed with accuracy of passing

1937/38:  League Apps 15 Cup Apps 2

1938/39:  League Apps 13

ARNOLD BRAMHAM

Born: West Melton,16 January, 1912


Career: Notts County (7/34); Rotherham United (6/36)

   A real hot shot, Arnold produced a quite prolific scoring record after a fairly innocuous first season. Then in 1937/38 he really came into his own and found the net with great regularity. 

   He scored all the goals in a 3-0 win at Southport and in a run of 12  games towards the end of the season, he scored no fewer than ten of the 15 the team registered. Arnold did even better the following season and he grabbed seven goals in the first three games including four in a 7-1 home win against Rochdale on the opening day.  After notching six more doubles, he rounded off the season with another hat-trick, also a 3-0 home win, this time against Stockport County. He continued to score goals in the first couple of seasons of war time football so he would undoubtedly have had a much more distinguished career had league football not been interrupted.

1936/37:  League Apps 8 Goal 1

1937/38 : League Apps 39 Goals 22 Cup Apps 4 Goals 2

1938/39:  League Apps 42 Goals 29 Cup Apps 2 Goal 1

CYRIL BRAMLEY


Career: Rotherham County (7/24)

   A right winger who came through the ranks of local football, Cyril made the most of his one and only season in league football and he was a member of the last ever County team before they became United following the amalgamation with Town.

1924/25:  League Apps 20

JACK BRAMLEY


Born: East Kirkby

Career: Welbeck Colliery; Bradford City (7/22); Rotherham County (6/24); Sutton Town (9/27)

   A defender who played his six games at centre half but after being out of the team for a spell, he returned to play at right back apart from one when he switched to the left. 

   Just the same as his namesake, Cyril, he played in County's last league game.

1924/25:  League Apps 18 Cup App 1

1925/26:  League Apps 5
JAMES H.  BRANSTON


Born: Sutton-in-Ashfield, 22 February,1894  

Died:  Blackpool, 22 January, 1970

Career: Sutton Junction; Rotherham County (8/19); Preston NE (3/22)

   A goalkeeper he didn't miss a match in County's first season in league football and he missed just one the next season. 

   He was the first choice in 1921/22 until he lost his place at the beginning of March to Charlie Sutcliffe who had stood in for him on his previous absences.

1919/20:  League Apps 42 Cup App 1

1920/21:  League Apps 41 Cup App 1

1921/22:  League Apps 28 Cup Apps 2

GEORGE BRATLEY


Born: Rotherham, 1909

Career: Rotherham YMCA; Rotherham United (7/29); Sheffield Wednesday (2/33); Rotherham United (1/34); Gainsborough Trinity (8/34); Bath City (7/35); Barrow (8/36)

   A solid centre half, local born George proved to be a powerful player in his first season when his longest run of games was nine but the following season, he made the position his own adding three goals for good measure, two of them in successive games. 

   In 1931/32 he was restricted to just one game but in the following season he made a strong comeback falling just short of double figures in the scoring stakes.  However, his goals weren't enough to prevent the team from being the only one that season not to have won an away game. 

   He was sold for a substantial fee to neighbours Sheffield Wednesday in addition to Victor Wright returning to Millmoor.

1929/30:  League Apps 22 Cup App 1

1930/31:  League Apps 37 Goals 3 Cup App 1

1931/32:  League App 1

1932/33:  League Apps 25 Goals 8 Cup App 1
PHIL H. BRATLEY



Born: Rawmarsh, 26 December, 1880
  

Died: 1962

Career: Doncaster Rovers (7/02); Rotherham County; Barnsley (7/10); Liverpool (7/14); Rotherham County (8/19); Worksop Town (7/21)

   After playing in non-league football for many years. Phil played two games at right back in his first taste of the league but he switched to the left the following season for all but one of his appearances.

1919/20:  League Apps 2

1920/21:  League Apps 8

CHARLES EDWARD BRECKIN
Born: Rotherham, 1 May, 1902



Died: Rotherham, 1971

Career: Rotherham County 1921-22

   Uncle of John and great uncle of Ian,  Eddie played just one game at right half in a 1-0 home defeat at the hands of Port Vale on 4 March 1922. But he had to forego any thoughts of a career in football to become the head of a large family.

1921/22:  League App 1
TOM BRELSFORD


Born: Attercliffe

Career: Castleford Town; Sheffield Wednesday (7/19); Barrow (7/24); Rotherham United (5/25)

   Tom was an experienced player when he came to Rotherham having spent several seasons at Sheffield Wednesday before moving to Barrow. 

   He declined to re-sign for them owing to the inconvenience of travelling the long distance to and from his home in Sheffield. Rotherham had to pay a fee for his services. He played at both right and left half.

1925/26:  League Apps 36 Goals 2

FRED BRIGGS



Born: Rotherham, 15 August, 1914



Died: Rotherham, October, 1985

Career: Mexborough Town; Wombwell; Rotherham United (5/32); Reading (6/35); Southampton (5/38). WW2 Guest for Fulham; Wrexham; Watford; Accrington Stanley.

   Essentially a right winger, local bred Fred came into the side at the start of the 1932/33 season and he played in nine of the opening ten games and from then on his other appearances were spread out with six successive games being his best spell. 

   He had only netted a couple of goals before he rounded off the season with a brace in the last game of the season, a convincing 6-1 home defeat of Halifax Town. 

   Following the arrival of George Raynor the next season, Fred switched to a combination of playing at inside and centre forward missing just five league games and he stepped up his scoring rate finding the net in four league games on the trot in March to make it a rich sequence of seven goals in eight games.

   But after the first six games of 1934/35 he lost his place on the arrival of Roland Bastow and played just three more games, his last being a 2-2 home draw against Crewe Alexandra on 15th December.

1932/33:  League Apps 28 Goals 4 Cup App 1

1933/34:  League Apps 37 Goals 11 Cup Apps 4 Goal 1

1934/35:  League Apps 9 Goals 2 Cup App 1 Goal 1
WILLIAM BROADHEAD
Career: Rotherham County 1924-25

   A very short Football League for William who played his trio of games at inside right early in County's last ever season.

1924/25 League Apps 3

BOB BROWN



Born: Hathersage, 1902

Career: Hathersage; Bradford City (2/21); Accrington Stanley (4/22); Hathersage (7/22); Rotherham County (8/23)

   Was Hathersage's leading marksman in 1922-23 before moving to Rotherham but he obviously found the step up to league football a little too much and he failed to make a sufficient impact in his two games at centre forward.      

1923/24: League App 1 Cup App 1

WILF  D. BROWN



Born: Rotherham, 6 June, 1912 



Died: Rotherham, November, 1986

Career: Boston Town; New Brighton (7/34); Rawmarsh Welfare; Rotherham United (7/36)

   After playing six games at centre forward as replacement for the injured Roland Bastow in the early part of 1936/37, Wilf really burst on to the scene with a hat-trick in the 6-0 thrashing of Halifax Town in late November. 

   He followed that with another hat-trick  the next week in a 4-4 FA Cup first round draw against Hartlepools United. But he was injured in the replay and spent most of the second half hobbling on the wing so he didn't play again until the end of January when he was in the side for nine out of the next ten games. That was effectively his swan-song because he played just once in 1937/38.

1936/37:  League Apps 16 Goals 7 Cup Apps 3 Goals 3

1937/38:  League Cup App 1

WILLIE BURKINSHAW

Born: Camelon, 7 July, 1912

Career: Falkirk; Rotherham United (7/33)

   Inside forward Willie was signed from Falkirk in the face of strong opposition from a string of other clubs and the question was raised as to just how Rotherham had managed to achieve this. 

  He acquired a job at the stove grate works of Yates, Haywood and Co and it just so happened that the managing director of that firm was a Rotherham follower! He made nine of his appearances in the early weeks of the season and completed his small total in the last two matches, both lost.

1933/34:  League Apps 11
JOHN BURNIP



Born: Durham

Career: Preston NE; Rotherham County (6/23)

   John had a very brief Rotherham career playing at centre half in the first three games of the season suffering two defeats and managing just one draw.

1923/24: League Apps 3

DUNCAN CAMERON 
Born: Minstree

Career: Stenhousemuir; Reading (10/20); Stenhousemuir (5/21); Rotherham County (7/21)

   After making the long journey down from Scotland, Duncan played at inside left in the first five games of his one and only season and netted the goal in a 3-1 defeat at Wolverhampton Wanderers before drifting away from Rotherham.

1921/22:  League Apps 5 Goal 1

TOM CAWLEY



Born: Sheffield, 1891

Career: Leeds City; Rotherham County (8/19); Worksop Town (7/22)

   Tom mixed his ten appearances between playing at right half, inside right and inside left and they were well spread out from the second game of the season to the next to the last.

1921/22:  League Apps 10
BENJAMIN CHAMBERS
Born: Rotherham, 1897

Career: Rotherham County

   Just one game at outside left in a 1-1 draw at Coventry City in Division Two was the sum total of Ben's Rotherham career.

1919/20: League Apps 1
BERNARD CHAMBERS
  

Born: Bramcote, 1904

Career: Langwith Athletic; Warsop Colliery (7/23); Nottingham Forest (7/24); Shirebrook (7/25); Rotherham United (7/26); Boston  Town (7/27); Mansfield Town (7/28)

   A giant of a wing half or centre half, Bernard elected to join Rotherham in preference to any of the numerous other clubs who were after him and initially he continued with his duties at Shirebrook Colliery in addition to playing football. 

   He soon made his presence felt and even played a handful of games at centre forward, scoring one of his goals when playing there. 

   He missed a large chunk of his first season but the next year he settled into the centre half slot and played in 34 of the first 36 games but then drifted into non-league football.

1925/26:  League Apps 22 Goals 2 Cup Apps 2

1926/27:  League Apps 34 Cup App 1

ROBERT (BOB) CHAMBERS


Born: Newcastle, 11 December, 1902    


Died: 1972

Career: Brighton West End (Tyneside League); Lincoln City (7/20); Burnley (3/22); Rotherham County (5/23); Torquay United (10/25); Carlisle United (7/26); Exeter City (8/27); New Brighton (7/28); Colwyn Bay (10/28); Hurst (8/29)

   Robert cost the princely sum of £300 when he was transferred from Burnley to Rotherham and he proved to be a good acquisition quickly making the centre half position his own missing just one game in his first season. 

   He didn't miss many more the next season either but when he looked like becoming a long serving Rotherham player he moved to the south west, the first of several subsequent transfers.

1923/24:  League Apps 41 Goals 2 Cup Apps 3

1924/25:  League Apps 37 Goals 2 Cup App 1

WILLIAM CHAMBERS
  
Born: Rotherham

Career: Mexborough; Rotherham County (8/19); Denaby United (6/23); Rotherham County (7/24)

   Local boy made good, William forced his way into the team for the last three games of 1919/20 when he played at right half and he obviously made a lasting impression because he was a regular in that slot the following season although he appeared at outside right for the last four games when he netted in two successive games, both against Birmingham City. 

   After playing in his usual position for the early part of 1921/22, he then played in a more forward role at inside forward where he played the majority of his games in 1922/23. 

   But he left Rotherham to spend a year at non-league Denaby United only to move back to Millmoor again in 1924/25 although his handful of games were spread throughout the whole campaign.

1919/20:  League Apps 3

1920/21:  League Apps 39 Goals 2 Cup App 1

1921/22:  League Apps 33 Goals 5 Cup Apps 2

1922/23:  League Apps 20 Goal 1

1924/25:  League Apps 9 Goal 1
THOMAS ALFRED CHAPPELL
Born: Sheffield

Career: Rotherham County (7/22)

   Another player who had a very brief Football League career, his appearances at left back were at home to West Ham United and at South Shields in September 1922.

1922/23:  League Apps 2
J. CHARNLEY
Career: Rotherham United 

   His only appearance came at centre half in the North Section Cup first round replay at Bradford City on 8 February 1939.

CHARLES CHILTON


Born: Mansfield

Career: Rotherham United (7/26)

   For a man who didn't play a lot of games, centre forward Charles had a quite remarkable scoring record hitting double figures in his first season. That included a run of  six goals in five games in January and towards the end of the season, he found the net in three successive games. 

   He was on the target in one of his first four games of the season 1927/28 but was then spasmodically used as a fill in at wing half or inside forward.

1926/27:  League Apps 15 Goals 10

1927/28:  League Apps 10 Goals 2
HARRY JAMES CLARKE



Born: Broomhill,
27 March, 1911

Career: Mexborough; Bradford City; Goole Town; Rotherham United (5/37); Darlington (4/46); Leeds United (2/47); Darlington (11/47); Hartlepools United (11/49); Stockton (7/50); Darlington (9/52)

   A much travelled winger he didn't force his way into the Rotherham side until Christmas Day in his inaugural season but he played in all the remaining games after making a tremendous early impact. Small in stature he helped to lay on a hatful of goals for Arnold Bramham although he was no slouch himself on the scoring stakes netting nine goals.  

   That included a sequence of scoring in six out of seven games starting with one on his debut, a 3-2 win at Chester City and he continued to link up well with Bramham again in his second season.

Scored 21 goals to help Goole Town to the Yorkshire League championship the season before he joined Rotherham.

1937/38:  League Apps 24 Goals 9

1938/39:  League Apps 30 Goals 4 Cup Apps 3
BILLY CLARKSON


Born: Padiham, 1891

Career: Padiham; Nelson; Burnley (8/14); Brentford; Rotherham County (8/20); Luton Town (7/22); Pontypridd (5/23); Southport (8/23); Scunthorpe United (8/24)

   Skilful outside-left who understudied England international Eddie Moscrop at Burnley. He missed just one league game in his first season at Millmoor in what was a season of struggle for the club. 

   In his second season, he found himself in the team for reasonably lengthy spells but he also spent time on the sidelines.

   His career was ended by a broken leg at Scunthorpe and he later worked as a commission agent. 

1920/21: League apps 41 goals 2

1921/22: League apps 22
JOHN CLAYTON 


Born: Mansfield

Career: Frickley Colliery; Rotherham United (5/27)

   On joining Rotherham from local non-league football John was an ever-present in the 47 league and cup games, most of them coming at inside right with a handful at inside left. 

   He also reached double figures in the goals tally including a 
hat-trick in a 5-0 home win against Hartlepools United. Midway through the following season, he switched to right half with the outcome that his goals return declined. He found himself on the sidelines for much of his third season, his best run coming when he played in the last ten league games.

1927/28:  League Apps 42 Goals 9 Cup Apps 5 Goal 1

1928/29:  League Apps 37 Goals 2 Cup App 1

1929/30:  League Apps 19
JACK CLOUGH



Born: Murton, 13 May,1902


Career: Fatfield Albion; Middlesbrough (9/22); Bradford PA (7/26); Mansfield Town (8/32); Brentford (6/33); Rotherham United (5/34). 

   A commanding goalkeeper, Jack didn't miss a single game in 1934/35 and he played in the first 31 league games of the next campaign. But then in 1936/37 he started as number one choice but lost his place to George Greaves and made just six appearances in the last half of the season.

   Rejoined Mansfield Town as assistant-trainer in August 1937 taking over as trainer from May 1939 until June 1949.

1934/35:  League Apps 42 Cup Apps 4

1935/36:  League Apps 33 Cup Apps 3

1936/37:  League Apps 16 Cup App 1

JOE COCKROFT



Born: Barnsley, 20 June, 1911




Died: King's Lynn, February,1994

Career: Wombwell; Rotherham United (2/31); Gainsborough Trinity (7/32); West Ham (3/33); Dartford; Sheffield Wednesday (11/45); Sheffield United (11/48); Wisbech Town (P/M) (7/49)

   Joe played just two games for Rotherham towards the end of the 1930/31 season and his one and only game the following season came in a 1-1 home draw against Stockport County at the end of September 1931.

    He was ever-present for West Ham United in four consecutive seasons and featured in their 1940 League War Cup win over Blackburn Rovers at Wembley. Guested for Sheffield Wednesday during WW2 while working at Edgar Allen's Steelworks in Sheffield.

1930/31:  League Apps 2 Goal 1

1931/32:  League App 1

FRED COE



Born: Rotherham

Career: Rotherham County (8/19)

   Fred played at centre half in County's first ever league game and he held his position apart from the odd game until the end of February. 

   He scored the only goal of the game against Barnsley at Millmoor in September adding two more in a season which saw Rotherham manage just 51 from 42 league games.

1919/20:  League Apps 23 Goals 3

ALBERT EDWARD COLEMAN
Born: South Kirkby

Career: Frickley Colliery; Rotherham United (4/28); Mexborough; Gainsborough Trinity (5/32)

   His only game came at inside right in a 2-1 home defeat at the hands of Doncaster Rovers.

1928/29: League App 1

McDONALD ARTHUR COLEMAN
Career: Rotherham United (7/28); Gainsborough Trinity; Bradford PA (7/32)

   Another player who made just a solitary appearance, his coming against Barrow at Millmoor on 6 April in a 2-1 win. Was very often more commonly known as Donald.

1928/29:  League App 1
WILLIAM (BILL) COLLEY



Born: Sheffield

Career: Rotherham United (7/28)

   Bill condensed his full Football League career into the four successive game at the end of the 1928/29 season when he played at right half, three of the matches ending in 2-1 wins with the other being a 3-0 defeat.

1928/29:  League Apps 4

GEORGE WILLIAM (BILLY) COOK

Born: Evenwood, 27 February, 1895 

Died: Colwyn Bay, 31 December, 1980   

Career: Royal Artillery; Bishop Auckland; Rotherham County (5/22); Huddersfield Town (5/23); Aston Villa (2/27); Tottenham Hotspur (6/29); Brentford (8/31); Colwyn Bay (8/32)

   1922/23:  League Apps 42 Goals 8
EDWARD COOKE
Career: Bolton Albion; Rotherham United (8/30)

   Edward played the first two games of the season at centre forward but that was to be the full total of his appearances.

1930/31: League Apps 2

WILLIAM T. COOPER

Born: Denaby



Career: Bangor City; Rotherham United (7/28)

   He played one game at inside right in a 3-0 defeat at Tranmere Rovers on 13 October and then had to wait until February 9th before playing again. This time he was at outside left, a position he retained for the next two games.

1928/29: League Apps 4

SYDNEY HERBERT COPLEY



Born: Hucknall Torkard, 1 November, 1905

Died: Isle of Man, 1 April, 1986

Career: Grantham; Rotherham United (7/26)

   An outside left, his two games were well apart. His first came in a 3-1 defeat at Stockport County on November 6th and his second was in the same position on 19 February but at least this time he was in the winning side with Ashington being beaten 5-0 at Millmoor. 

   He was a cricketer who was on the ground staff at Trent Bridge.

1926/27:  League Apps 2

FRANK JOSEPH COURTS
 

Born: Rotherham

Career: Blackburn Rovers; Rotherham United (7/36)

   Centre half  Frank saw his handful of appearances spread out, twice playing in two successive games after his debut in late October

1936/37: League Apps 5

CHARLES CRATE

Born: Newcastle-Upon-Tyne

Career: Rotherham County 1922-23

Another of the band of one appearance wonders, Charles appeared at right half on 14 October when he helped the team to beat Wolverhampton Wanderers 3-2 at Millmoor.

1922/23:  League App 1
RON CRAWFORD
Born: South Africa

Career: Thames Association (7/30); Rotherham United (7/31)

   A defender Ron played at centre half  in his first game in September but then switched to right back for his next two. One on Christmas Day and the other at the end of January. Unfortunately he was in the losing side on each occasion.            

1931/32:  League Apps 3

WILLIAM CRICHTON
Born: Paisley

Career: Rotherham County 1922-23

   A left winger, he played in five games at the beginning of his one and only season when the team scored just two goals and his other two appearances were in December. He was never in a winning team.

1922/23:  League Apps 7

ROBERT VICKERS CURRY



Born: Chopwell, 1912

Career: Ouston Park; Rotherham United (7/33); Carlisle United (7/39)

   A loyal Rotherham servant, Robert was a right half with a flair for playing an attacking game and he played 35 consecutive games once he broke into the team in early October in his first season. 

   He played just one game in that campaign at inside left and scored the goal in a 1-1 draw at home to Stockport County. 

   The following season he found the net just once again, this time in a convincing 6-1 home win against Chester and these two strikes were his only goals in his Rotherham career. Robert missed only one game in his third season. 

   He was also an accomplished golfer.

1933/34:  League Apps 35 Coal 1 Cup Apps 5

1934/35:  League Apps 36 Goal 1 Cup Apps 4

1935/36:  League Apps 41 Cup Apps 3

1936/37:  League Apps 28 Cup Apps 4

1937/38:  League Apps 27 Cup Apps 3

1938/39:  League Apps 22 Cup Apps 2

WES CUTHBERT
 

Born: Morpeth, 1913

Career: South Elmsall; Rotherham United (1/34); Hull City (5/35); Carlisle United (7/36); Accrington Stanley (5/37); Frickley Colliery (7/38); Grantham (7/39)

   Not one of the most well known Rotherham players because he made just two appearances in his two seasons with the club. 

   His first came on May 5, 1934 when he was at left back when Mansfield Town were 2-1 winners at Millmoor and he was in the same position on November 10, 1934 when United were beaten 5-0 at York City.

1933/34:  League App 1

1934/35:  League App 1

ARTHUR REDVERS DALLINSON


Born: Sutton-in-Ashfield, 6 April,1901   


Died: Skegness, 17 February, 1985     

Career: Rotherham County 1921-22

   A right back Arthur played on 19 and 26 November in home and away games against Leyton Orient - both of which were Rotherham wins - and his cup appearance was at home to Coventry City in a 1-1 FA Cup qualifying round home draw on 3 December. He conceded a penalty for a handling offence but the spot kick was put wide.

1921/22:  League Apps 2 Cup App 1

ALBERT DARBY



Born: Wombwell

Career: Rotherham County 1919-20

   Albert came into the team for the very last game of County's first season as a Football League team and he was at outside left as they lost 2-1 at home to Hull City.

1919/20: League App 1

ALBERT DAVIES

Career: Rotherham United (7/27)

   Albert had to be patient before he won a first team place, playing the last three games of the 1927/28 season at inside left and he did the same thing the following season after two further appearances on 29 September and 6 October. 

   On the latter date he was the scorer in a 2-1 home defeat at the hands of Crewe Alexandra.

1927/28:  League Apps 3

1928/29:  League Apps 5 Goal 1

STANLEY DAVIES



Born: Chirk, 24 March, 1898





Died: Birmingham, 17 January, 1972

Career: Chirk Schools; Rochdale; Preston NE (4/19); Everton (1/21); West Brom (11/21); Birmingham (11/27); Cardiff City (5/28); Rotherham United (P/M) (3/29); Barnsley (8/30); Manchester Central (10/30); Dudley Town (7/33). 

1929/30:  League App 1 Cup Apps 4 Goals 3
GEORGE DAVIS



Born: Sheffield, 1907



Died:  Sheffield, May, 1990

Career: Sheffield United; Rotherham United (7/31)

   George was a defender who played most of his games in his first season at either centre half or left half with the occasional appearance at right half. 

   He was used less frequently in his second season and didn't appear again after playing against Halifax Town at the end of September 1933.

1931/32:  League Apps 32

1932/33:  League Apps 17 Cup Apps 1

1933/34:  League Apps 6

JOSEPH REGINALD DAWSON


Born: Sheffield, 4 October, 1914


Died: Sheffield,  25 July, 1973


Career: Rotherham United (1/39)

   One of many unfortunate players who would have had a much longer Football League career had it not been for the intervention of the Second World War. An accomplished left winger he had just broken into the team in 1938/39 when normal life was interrupted. 

   He was a member of the squad which won the Third Division Cup and Third Division (East) League trophy in 1945/46 and he played many games in the first season of the resumption of league football in 1946/47.

1938/39:  League Apps 6 Goal 1

1946/47:  League Apps 26 Goal 1 Cup Apps 3

HARRY DEACON

Born: Sheffield, 25 April, 1900



Died: Rotherham, 15 January  1946 


Career: Hallam; Birmingham (5/20); Swansea Town (7/22); Crewe Alexandra (8/31); Southport (6/34); Accrington Stanley (12/34); Rotherham United (6/35)

   Harry was in the twilight of his career when he moved to Millmoor and played four games at inside right early in the 1935/36 season but his last game was just before Christmas. Earlier in his career he was a key figure in Swansea's 1924-25 Third Division (South) title triumph. 

1935/36:  League Apps 6
WILLIAM (BILLY)  DICKINSON

Born: Tophock, 18 February, 1906




Died: 17 December, 1968

Career: Wigan Borough (9/24); Nottingham Forest (6/28); Rotherham United (8/34); Southend United (5/36); Hull City (5/38)

   What an impact Billy made in his first season at Rotherham when he was an ever present and formed a formidable striking partnership with Roland Bastow. 

   In the first 21 games of the season he had scored eight goals but in the next 18 he went on to hit 17. He had a quite remarkable spell of scoring in eight out of nine games and he started the following season in a similar fashion smashing home 13 goals in nine games with a hat-trick and two doubles included for good measure.   

   Billy scored a hat-trick in Hull City's record 11-1 win over Carlisle United in January 1939.

1934/35:  League Apps 42 Goals 25 Cup Apps 4 Goal 1

1935/36:  League Apps 28 Goals 18 Cup Apps Goals 2

GEORGE DOBSON

Born: Sheffield, 7 November, 1910


Career: Northedge Amateurs; Huddersfield Town (5/30); Southport (12/31); Bradford City (10/33); Southport (9/34); Rochdale (10/34); Rotherham United (7/35); Ipswich Town (7/36)

   A left winger, George had had plenty of experience when he moved to Rotherham and he put that to good use being the provider for many of the goals for Roland Bastow and Billy Dickenson. For good measure he weighed in with five of his own. He helped Sheffield Boys to win the English Schools Shield in 1925 and gained a Central League medal with Huddersfield Town in 1930-31. He scored Ipswich Town's first goal as a professional club.

1935/36:  League Apps 26 Goals 5
GEORGE DOBSON

Born: Kimberworth, 14 April, 1901


Died: Mexborough, 6 January 1957

Career: Kimberworth OB; Barnsley (2/19); Rawmarsh Athletic (3/20); Norwich City (5/20); Rotherham County (8/21); Worksop Town (3/23)

   Outside-left who featured in Norwich City's first-ever match in the Football League. The majority of his games were concentrated into a spell between the end of November and the beginning of March in his first season but in his second he was restricted to just two both coming in February defeats at Crystal Palace and at home to Fulham.

1921/22:  League Apps 17 Goal 1 Cup Apps 2

1922/23:  League Apps 2
EDWARD (TED) DRANSFIELD

Born: High Green, 28 November, 1906

Career: High Green Swifts; Rotherham United (5/27); Birmingham (7/30); Swindon Town (7/31); Southampton (7/33); Mansfield Town (7/34)

   Joining Rotherham from local football, Ted played at right back for six successive games commencing in December 1927 and the following season his 13 games were spread out with him also appearing at left back and centre half. 

   It was a similar story in his third season as he showed that even though he was never really considered as a first choice player, he always filled in well when called upon.

1927/28:  League Apps 7 Cup Apps 1

1928/29:  League Apps 13

1929/30:  League Apps 11

DICK DUCKWORTH


Born: Manchester, 6 June, 1906 

Died: Sheffield, 9 April, 1983

Career: Castleton Juniors; Rochdale (1/26); Oldham Athletic (6/27); Chesterfield (5/29); Southport (6/32); Chester (2/33); Rotherham United (8/34); York City (8/36); Newark Town (P/M) (8/39). 

   Versatile left-half who starred in Chesterfield's 1930-31 Third Division (North) title triumph before moving to Rotherham where he had a fine first season although he played the majority of his games as either centre half or left back. Dick skippered York City to the FA Cup sixth round in 1937-38. Later managed York, Stockport County, Darlington and Scunthorpe United as well as scouting for Sheffield United and Portsmouth.

1934/35:  League Apps 38 Cup Apps 4

1935/36:  League Apps 8 Cup App 1

SAM DYSON




Career: Rotherham United (3/37); West Ham (5/37)

   When joining Rotherham in March 1937, he went straight into the team at inside right and missed just one of a possible nine outings scoring a couple of goals in the process. But his stay at Rotherham was a brief one and when the season ended, he moved south.

1936/37: League Apps 8 Goals 3

WILLIAM (BILLY) EASTON



Born: Newcastle, 10 March, 1904

Career: Blyth Catholic Young Men's Society; Eston; Blyth Spartans; Rotherham County (5/23); Blyth Spartans; Everton (5/27); Swansea Town (1/30); Port Vale (5/31); Aldershot (6/33); Workington (8/34)

   Billy played at inside left in the opening two games of 1923/24, missed one and then played again but the other two of his outings came in November and April, his lone strike coming in a 2-0 home win against Lincoln City.

1923/24: League Apps 6 Goal 1

CHARLES ELLIOTT

Career: Rotherham County 1921-22

   Charles played a couple of games at inside forward in February and then in April he was at centre forward for three successive games. His goal came in his second game, a 2-1 win at Bristol City.

1921/22: League Apps 5 Goal 1

BERT EMERY



Born: Bristol, 18 February, 1908


Career: Ely United; Cardiff Corinthians; Clapton Orient (8/28); Rotherham United (5/29); Clapton Orient (5/31); Newport County (6/33)

   After appearing as goalkeeper in the opening game of the 1929/30 season, Bert didn't play again until early January and then again in mid-February before playing eight games on the trot from 24 March 1930. 

   The following season he was in the team for the first six league games before taking over as the regular keeper at the turn of the year. 

   One of his main claims to fame was his ability to save penalty kicks. In ten he faced, just one was scored, one went wide and he saved the other eight!

1929/30: League Apps 11 Cup App 1

1930/31: League Apps 25

HERBERT EMMETT

Born: Rotherham

Career: Rotherham Town; Rotherham County (7/20) 

   After just a handful of appearances in his first season at centre half, Bert was converted into a right half and became one of the longest serving players of his era. Another of those players who played in County's last and United's first league games, scoring certainly wasn't his forte, his only success coming in a 3-2 FA Cup third round defeat at Bury in January 1926.

1920/21:  League Apps 5 Cup App 1

1921/22:  League Apps 29 Cup Apps 2

1922/23:  League Apps 36 Cup App 1

1923/24:  League Apps 38 Cup Apps 3

1924/25:  League Apps 31 Cup Apps 1

1925/26:  League Apps 21 Cup Apps 1 Goal 1

1926/27:  League Apps 8

BOB ETHERINGTON

Born: Croston, 19 June, 1899 

Died: Pensby, 23 June, 1981

Career: Leyland; Manchester City; Rotherham County (7/24)

   A player who appeared at inside and outside right, Bob's longest spell in the team was five successive appearances while he had a run of four games on the trot at the very start of the season. 

   He wore the number two shirt in one of his games. Not known for his goal scoring profusion, his only goal came in a  4-1 home defeat at the hands of Ashington.

1924/25:  League Apps 14 Goal 1

TOMMY EVANS



Born: Durham

Career: Rotherham County (7/22); Southend United (5/23)

   Left half Tommy played in the second and third games of the season but he had to wait until the end of December before being in the starting line up again. Three of his games ended in defeat with the other one being drawn.

1922/23:  League Apps 4
JOHN T.  FANTHAM

Born: Wolverhampton

Career: Manchester Central; Stockport County (7/30); Rotherham United (7/31); Chester (6/34); Exeter City (7/35); Rhyl (7/36)

   After playing three games early in his first season, John made three appearances at inside forward but it wasn't until the end of December that he became a virtual regular choice with a switch to left half seeing him play at number six for the last eight games of the season. 

   That was the position he made his own the following season when he missed just one game but still didn't manage to get on the scoresheet. Eventually he broke his duck on Boxing Day 1933 when he netted one of the goals in a 3-2 win against York City at Millmoor. He added another near the end of the season but this time was on the losing side in a 3-1 home defeat at the hands of Wrexham.

1931/32: League Apps 20

1932/33: League Apps 41 Cup App 1

1933/34: League Apps 39 Goals 2 Cup Apps 4

       TOM  FENOUGHTY
Born: Rotherham, 7 July, 1905 

Died: Rotherham, 28 March, 2001

Career: Rotherham United; York City (2/27); Sheffield United (1/34); Rotherham United (1/34); Gainsborough Trinity (7/36)

1934/35:  League Apps 36 Goals 16 Cup Apps 4 Goals 3

1935/36:  League Apps 29 Goals 6 Cup Apps 4

WILLIAM (BILLY) FERGUSON

Born: Willenhall, 2 March, 1900




Died: 1986


Career: Sunbeam Motor Works; Oldham Athletic (7/22); Reading (6/24); Rochdale (7/25); Rotherham United (7/26); Worcester City (7/27)

   Billy went straight into the Rotherham team after joining during the summer and he played at centre forward but only managed to hit two goals and after a run of seven games, he was then used sparingly.

1926/27:  League Apps 19 Goals 2 Cup App 1
GEORGE FIELDSEND

Born: Sheffield, 1908

Career: Chorley; Burnley (12/33); Accrington Stanley (7/34); Rotherham United (6/36); Scarborough (7/37)

   George had little to look back on with any fond memories - his only appearance was at right back in a 4-1 defeat at Mansfield Town on 16 January 1937.

1936/37: League App 1
FRED FINEGAN



Born: Sheffield

Career: Rotherham County 1923-24

   All Fred's appearances came in the early part of the season when he enjoyed a little run at inside right and he was only on the losing side on one occasion.

1923/24: League Apps 6
STEPHEN FORDE
Born: South Kirkby, 29 August, 1914


Died: South Kirkby, July, 1992

Career: South Elmsall; Sheffield Wednesday (1/33); Rotherham United (4/33); West Ham (1/37). 

   A full back who played his only game of the 1932/33 season at centre half. He played five in that slot early in the following season before reverting to his more accustomed position. Then after not being in the starting line up for the first three league games of 1934/35 season, he was a regular at right back missing his only game in the penultimate fixture. 

   Steve did even better in 1935/36 with just one absence and he netted his first Rotherham goal in a late season 3-1 home win against Crewe Alexandra. Steve had been a regular again in 1936/37 and was an ever present up to his departure to West Ham United in January.

   He helped West Ham to reach the War Cup final in 1940 and was ever-present for the Hammers in 1947-48. Later managed Penzance.

1932/33:  League App 1
1933/34:  League Apps 12 Cup App 1

1934/35:  League Apps 34 Cup Apps 4

1935/36:  League Apps 41 Goal 1 Cup App 4

1936/37:  League Apps 24 Cup Apps 3 Goal 1
CLIFF FOSTER



Born: Rotherham,1904

Career: Scunthorpe United; Rotherham United (7/24); Bournemouth (6/25); Morecambe (7/26); Manchester City (7/27); Oldham Athletic (7/28); Halifax Town

   Left winger Cliff made four of his appearances in a brief spell with three games, starting in November and culminating on Christmas Day before his last one came on the very last day of the season.

1924/25:  League Apps 5 Cup App 1
JOHN FOXALL


Career: Rotherham County 1919-20

   Inside left John played in three successive league games in October and came back into the team on Boxing Day for another three.  

   The best the team managed during that period was two draws with the other games ending in defeat.

1919/20  League Apps 6

REG FREEMAN



Born: Birkenhead, 20 December,1897

Died: Wickersley, 4 August, 1955

Career: Wallasey Rovers; Harrowby; Northern Nomads; Oldham Athletic (7/20); Middlesbrough (5/23); Rotherham United (5/30)

1930/31:  League Apps 29 Cup App 1

1931/32:  League Apps 24 Goals 2

1932/33:  League Apps 33 Cup App

1933/34:  League  Apps 9

ROBERT W. FRITH



Born: Sheffield

Career: Sheffield United (4/09); Derby County (12/10); Luton Town (7/13); South Shields (7/19); Rotherham County (3/20); Mansfield Town (7/21); Mid Rhondda (7/23); Rochdale (7/24)

   He came into the team towards the end of the 1919/20 season and played at centre half in ten of the last 11 games. That was also his position at the start of the following season being in the team for the first seven matches.

   His last one came in early December. His son Billy Frith gave Coventry City fine service as a player and manager. 

1919/20:  League Apps 10

1920/21:  League Apps 11 Cup App 1
RICHARD GALLYER
Career: Liverpool; Rotherham United (7/28); Colwyn Bay (7/29)

   It was considered to be an important signing when 20 year-old Richard joined Rotherham after two seasons playing in the Central League for Liverpool. He went straight into the team at wing half at the start of his only season and after a run of 11 games on the trot.

   His last appearance was in early November and he subsequently dropped out of league football.  Netted a goal in a 2-0 home win against Darlington.

1928/29:  League Apps 12 Goal 1
ALBERT GIBSON
Career: Rotherham County 1923-24

   All Albert's games came in a consecutive spell starting with  a goalless draw at Southport on 20 October with him playing at inside right just as he did in all his cup games.

1923/24: League Apps 7 Cup Apps 3
JOSEPH EDWARD (SANDY) GLENNON


Born: Whitwick,
1889



Died: Ashby de la Zouch, 26 June 1926

Career: Kilnhurst Town; Grimsby Town (11/07); Denaby United (7/09); Sheffield Wednesday (7/10); Rotherham County (7/19)

   Signed as County entered the Football League, Sandy was in the team for their first ever league game playing at centre forward and he was soon on the target scoring in the second and third games. 

   Halfway through the season he switched to inside left and missed only two games but the following season he was unable to maintain his regular spot with his last few games being at right half. Died at a young age.

1919/20:  League Apps 40 Goals 11 Cup App 1

1920/21:  League Apps 26 Goals 6
JOE GLEW


Born:  Chapeltown

Career: Frickley Colliery; Rotherham United (7/25)

   Outside-right who featured in Rotherham United's first-ever Football League match but after playing in three of the first five games he had to wait until mid-November for his fourth and last game.

1925/26:  League Apps 4
ERNEST H.  GOLDTHORPE
Born: Middleton, 8 June, 1900

Career: Army; Tottenham Hotspur; Bradford City (6/19); Leeds United (6/20); Bradford City (3/22); Manchester United (11/22); Rotherham United (10/25)

    When Ernest moved to Rotherham from Manchester United it was expected that he would score plenty of goals but he played just two league games which both ended in defeat before his leg gave way and he agreed to cancel his agreement in order not to be a burden on the club's finances.

   His goal came on his debut in a 3-1 home defeat against Nelson when the referee reported the club for bad behaviour but an inquiry into misconduct by the spectators led to a warning. Ernest was the son of a famous Rugby League player.

1925/26: League Apps 2 Goal 1
NORMAN GOWLAND


Born: Butterknowle, 1902

Career: Chilton Colliery; Middlesbrough (5/24); Stockport County (7/30); Rotherham United (7/31)

   Goalkeeper Norman had a brief Rotherham career with his debut coming towards the end of October.

1931/32: League Apps 5 Cup Apps 2
ALEC R. GRAY



Born: Blyth, 17 October, 1903


Died: Harrogate, 23 March, 1954

Career: Bishop Auckland; Huddersfield Town (6/25); Tranmere Rovers (11/27); Mansfield Town (10/29); Rotherham United (5/30); Chester (7/32); Southport (10/32); Carlisle United (1/33); Gateshead (7/34); York City (10/35); Bridlington

   Alec was an accomplished inside forward and he had had plenty of experience when he came to Rotherham missing just four games in his first season. He weighed in with a reasonable return of goals as he did again the following season when he played a few games left wing.

   Combined playing football with his teaching career and later became head teacher at a school in Yorkshire. He died of a heart-attack when only 50. 

1930/31:  League Apps 38 Goals 6 Cup App 1

1931/32:  League Apps 31 Goals 5 Cup Apps 2
GEORGE GREAVES
Born: Darfield

Career: Rotherham United (7/35); Aldershot (7/37)

   It was towards the end of 1935/36 when George came into the team to take over as goalkeeper from Jack Clough and he replaced the same player for much of the following season.

1935/36:  League Apps 9

1936/37:  League Apps 26 Cup Apps 2

GEORGE HACKFORD


Born: Wath

Career: Wath Athletic; Rotherham United (5/30); Barnsley

   George came into the team at left wing on Boxing Day 1930 in a 2-1 win at Tranmere Rovers and he played again the following day in a draw at York City. He didn't play at all the following season and for his next game he had to wait until 8 October 1932 with his final game coming the following week.

1930/31:  League Apps 2

1932/33:  League Apps 2

PERCY FRANCIS HADDON


Born: Walsall, 18 May, 1895

Died: Stafford, 1972

Career: Rotherham County 1919-20

   His solitary game was against Lincoln City on 24 January 1920 when he played at right half but at least he was on the winning side with the Imps being beaten 3-0 at Millmoor.

1919/20: League App 1
KEN HAIGH



Born: Sheffield

Career: Wincobank; Sheffield Wednesday; Bradford City; Stockport County (7/34); Rotherham United (5/36)

   When Ken first played in the Rotherham team he was at right half but he then moved back to full back for the last 17 games of his first season. It was in that position that he played throughout the 1937/38 season but after playing there for nine games the next campaign, he reverted to right half again. 

   Another player whose career came to a premature end due to the war.

1936/37: League Apps 28 Cup App 1

1937/38: League Apps 38 Cup Apps 4

1938/39: League Apps 30 Cup App 1
LEN HAINSWORTH


Born: Rotherham, 25 January 1918

Died: 22 September 1990

Career: Rotherham United (3/39); Doncaster Rovers (7/48); Workington (7/51); Corby Town (7/53)
   Had it not been for the war years, Len would have played many more games in league football because he made his debut at inside right against Hull City at Millmoor on 1 April 1939. He then played most of remaining games at left wing where he showed a flair for scoring goals.   

   Towards the end of the 1946/47 season he netted five goals in seven games. Len started the following season in the team at left wing but after four appearances he switched to left back.

1938/39: League App 1

1946/47: League Apps 14 Goals 6

1947/48: League Apps 18 Goal 1
TOM HALL



Career: Darnall WMC; Rotherham United (10/27) ; Shirebrook; Scunthorpe United  

   Centre-forward who scored four goals on his debut in Rotherham's 6-0 win at home to Wigan Borough in November 1927. He had been spotted playing for Darnall WMC and had scored 27 goals, netting at least three times in every game.       

   His first Rotherham game was an amateur but he made such a tremendous impact that he signed professional forms immediately after the game. Unfortunately his goals dried up and he didn't find the target again in any of his last nine games.

1927/28:  League Apps 16 Goals 6 Cup Apps 4 Goals 2 

HAROLD HAMILTON


Career: Rotherham County (3/25)
   A versatile player who made his first appearance at centre forward and subsequently played at right wing and inside right, all his games coming in the last few weeks of the season. He netted in each of the last three games of the season so he was the last ever player to score a league goal for County.

1924/25:  League Apps 9 Goals 3
JOHN D. HAMMERTON


Born: Sheffield, 22 March, 1900

Career: Oughtibridge; Barnsley (7/20); Rotherham County (8/23); Mansfield Town (7/26); York City
   A centre forward who was blessed with a great scoring knack, John had a superb first season and a golden spell from 12 January 1924 to 22 March saw him score 14 goals in 12 games including two hat-tricks. He continued scoring early in the following season but played just one game after 6 December.

   In 1925/26 he had the distinction of scoring Rotherham United's first ever Football League goal when the team were beaten 6-1 at Bradford on the opening day. Then he netted the winner in the second game.

   When he joined County from Barnsley he cost £650.

1923/24: League Apps 35 Goals 24 Cup Apps 2 Goal 1

1924/25: League Apps 17 Goals 7 Cup App 1 Goal 1

1925/26: League Apps 15 Goals 4 Cup App 1 Goal 1

FRED HANSON



Born: Sheffield, 23 May, 1915



Died: Rotherham, 18 December, 1967

Career: Indus Sports; Crystal Palace (5/35); Rotherham United (3/36)

   A fast player with an ability to shoot powerfully with either foot, Fred had to wait some time before he forced his way into the team and his first starting position was at left wing before he switched to centre forward. In 1937/38 it was back to left wing and he played in every league and cup game with a spell of those appearances coming at inside right. 

   Fred was again an ever present in 1938/39 and this time hit  17 goals. He continued to play during the war years and played the first nine games of the 1946/47 season at left back.

1936/37: League Apps 13 Goal 1 Cup App 1

1937/38: League Apps 42 Goals 11 Cup Apps 4

1938/39: League Apps 42 Goals 17 Cup Apps 3

1946/47: League Apps 9
JIMMY HANWELL


Born: Rotherham, 9 June, 1901



Died: Sheffield, 1982

Career: Clapton Orient; Guildford United; Rotherham County (6/23); Doncaster Rovers (7/24)

   Jimmy came into the side at right half on Christmas Day 1923 and he then played for most of the remainder of the season at inside right notching some valuable goals

1923/24:  League Apps 19 Goals 6
EDGAR HARDY


Born: Sutton-in-Ashfield, 14 August, 1903
 

Died: Sutton-in-Ashfield, 25 August, 1988

Career: Rotherham United (3/26)

   It wasn't until the closing weeks of the 1925/26 season that this left winger appeared in the team but he netted twice in his six successive games. 

   One of those goals came on his debut, a  4-1 home win against Walsall on 6 April 1926. 

   He played only a handful of games the following season but still managed to score a couple of goals.

1925/26: League Apps 6 Goals 2

1926/27: League Apps 5 Goals 2
ROBERT HARDY



Born: Hemsworth

Career: Rotherham United (1/33)

   It was at outside right that Robert made his debut  on 25 January 1933 but his next game was at inside right. After an absence of eight games he came back into the line up although this time it was at right half and even had one game at centre half to underline his versatility.

  He was in the number four shirt for the opening game of 1933/34 but his only other appearance came at right wing on 6 January 1934.

1932/33:  League Apps 10

1933/34:  League Apps 2

WILLIAM HARDY


Born: Denaby, 25 October, 1915


Died: Gainsborough, July, 1990

Career: Rotherham United (9/35); Nottingham Forest (2/37); Gainsborough Trinity

   William was a forward who played most of his first season's games at inside right with one game each at right wing, centre forward and inside left. He was a regular in 1936/37 until his last appearance on 6 February, 1937. In December 1936 he was playing so well that he was watched by Manchester City.

1935/36: League Apps 21 Goals 6 Cup Apps 1

1936/37: League Apps 25 Goals 5 Cup Apps 5
WALTER OSCAR HARGREAVES


Born: Rawmarsh, 1893


Career: Frickley Colliery, Rotherham County (9/20)

   More commonly known by his second name, he was a good defender who played at left back in most of his opening games before reverting to centre half. His last appearance was on 5 November 1921.

1920/21: League Apps 31 Cup Apps 1

1921/22: League Apps 11
BERNARD HARRIS


Born: Sheffield, 14 March, 1899

Career: Gainsborough Trinity; Rotherham County (9/22); Sheffield United (7/23); Luton Town (7/28); QPR (7/29); Llanelli (7/32); Swindon Town (7/33); Margate (7/34)

   Once Bernard  earned his starting place early in 1922/23, he missed only a handful of games as he made the left back spot his own. But that was to be his only season at Rotherham before he made the short journey to Bramall Lane.

1922/23: League Apps 30 Cup App 1
JIMMY HARRIS



Born: Glasgow

Career: Manchester City; Rotherham United (9/30); Waterford; Bohemians; Glentoran

   Goalkeeper Jimmy played in ten successive league games starting on 20 September 1930 and he was twice on the receiving end of heavy defeats with a 4-1 loss at Southport and a 6-1 setback at Rochdale. However, he kept four clean sheets.

1930/31: League Apps 10 Cup App 1
TOM HARRIS



Born: Ince-in-Makerfield   18 September 1905

Career: Skelmersdale United; Manchester United (5/26); Wigan Borough (7/28); Rotherham United (6/29); Crewe Alexandra (11/29); Chorley (7/31); Burton Town (7/32); Prescot Cables (8/33)

   Starting with the second match of the season, Tom played at inside right for six games on the trot with his goal coming in a 5-1 defeat at Barrow

1929/30:  League Apps 6 Goal 1
EUGENE HARRISON


Born: Bolton-on-Dearne

Career: Rotherham County (8/19)

   Even though he only made half a dozen appearances in 1919/20, inside right Eugene still managed to come up with a good ration of goals but the following season, his one and only game was at left half on 11 December in a 5-0 home defeat against Bury.

1919/20: League Apps 6 Goals 4

1920/21: League App 1
JOHN HARRISON


Born: Rotherham

Career: Rotherham County (8/19)

   A local defender, John’s best sequence of games was a run of seven when he played at centre and left half.

1919/20:  League Apps 12
JOHN T. HARRISON
Born: Parkgate

Career: Rotherham United (8/25)

   Centre forward John scored a goal on his debut in a 2-2 draw at Rochdale on 8 September 1925 and after playing in the next game, he had to wait until  6 April 1926 before he played again. But again he was on the target scoring once in a 4-1 win against Walsall at Millmoor.

1925/26:  League Apps 3 Goals 2

1926/27:  League Apps 7 Goal 1
GEOFF HARTLEY   
 

Born: Altofts, 11 May, 1915



Died: Pontefract, December, 1991

Career: Rotherham United (8/36)

   He played two successive games at inside forward starting  in a 3-0 defeat at Lincoln City followed by a 2-1 loss at Gateshead. Then on 27 February 1937 he made it a hat-trick when he was in the line up in a 4-1 setback at Carlisle United so he never played in a home game.

1936/37:  League Apps 3
JOHN HASTINGS


Born: Whitburn, 1905



Died: Whitburn,
1963

Career: Spennymoor United; Rotherham United (7/28); Barrow (7/30); Crook Town; Jarrow; Blyth Spartans (7/32)

   When he came to Rotherham from Spennymoor he wasn't available for the first few weeks as he was banned by the Football Association for being involved in payments for amateurs before his move to Millmoor. He came as a half back but for his debut game he was at left wing before switching to his customary role. His only goal came in a 2-1 win at Chesterfield on 13 April 1928. His last appearance was in a 4-1 home win against Wigan Borough on 24 February 1930.

1928/29:  League Apps 27 Goal 1 Cup Apps 1
1929/30:  League Apps 16

JOE HAWKINS



Born: Sheffield

Career: Swallownest; Woodhouse Mill; Rotherham United (5/34); York City (12/38)

   Joe played two games at the end of September 1934 and then had to wait until 5 January 1935 before he played again. But then he became a reliable regular at centre half going on to give the club some yeoman service over the next few years.             

   The following season he missed just two league games and he was only out for one more in 1936/37. That was the season he was to find the net for the first time, scoring in a 6-3 defeat at Darlington.

   He found the net in the opening league game of 1937/38 - a 2-1 home win against Tranmere Rovers - and was also on the target in a 3-0 FA Cup first round replay win against Burton Town at Millmoor, played in the first 14 games of 1938/39.

1934/35:  League Apps 23 Cup Apps 2

1935/36:  League Apps 40 Cup Apps 3

1936/37:  League Apps 39 Goal 1 Cup Apps 4

1937/38:  League Apps 37 Goal 1 Cup Apps 4 Goal 1

1938/39:  League Apps 14
JAMES FREDERICK HEALD


Born: Sheffield, 1907

Career: Rotherham United 1925-26

   His solitary game was at outside right against Rochdale on 2 November 1925 when the team were beaten 4-0.

1925/26:  League Apps League App 1
LES HEELBECK


Born:  Scarborough, September, 1909



Died: Scarborough, 25 March, 1998


Career: Thorne Amateurs; Newark Town; Carlisle United (7/31); Wolverhampton Wanderers (3/32); Rotherham United (6/34); Scarborough (6/37)

   He captained the team for his three seasons and didn't miss a single game in his first year when he made the left half position his own. He didn't play in any of the last 16 games of 1935/36 season but he was back in the side again at the start of the next campaign.

1934/35: League Apps 43 Goals 3 Cup Apps 4

1935/36: League Apps 22 Goal 1 Cup Apps 3

1936/37: League Apps 38 Goals 2 Cup App 1

CYRIL HEMINGWAY


Born: Rotherham, February, 1904

Career: Rotherham United (1/26); Torquay United (6/28); Exeter City (6/29); Wolverhampton Wanderers (5/30); Torquay United (9/31); Dartmouth United (7/32); Brixham United

   Having joined Rotherham in January 1926 it wasn't until the following month that he came into the side and he played in all the remaining fixtures at inside left apart from one when he was at inside right. 

   He made a tremendous debut scoring two goals in a 5-1 win against Ashington at Millmoor.

   Cyril continued to find the net the following season reaching double figures including two doubles. He was an automatic choice at the start of 1927/28 and played some matches at centre forward, right wing and left wing.

1925/26: League Apps 14 Goals 7

1926/27: League Apps 30 Goals 11

1927/28: League Apps 23 Goals 4 Cup App 1 Goal 1

HENRY HERDMAN

Career: Rotherham United (2/39)

   Centre half  Henry made his debut on 25 February 1939 and he missed just one of the last 12 games but he was yet another player whose career was cut short due to the war years.

1938/39:  League Apps 11 
WILLIAM (BILLY) HICK



Born: West Pelton, 13 February, 1903 

Died: Chelmsford, 1972

Career: Hartlepool United (7/21); South Shields (7/22); Middlesbrough (7/23); Southend United (3/25); Bristol City (5/28); Exeter City (1/29); Grays Thurrock; Scunthorpe United; Notts County; Rotherham United (9/30)

   What a remarkable scoring record Billy had in his first season as a centre forward at Millmoor. He moved to Rotherham from Notts County and he had an immediate impact on the side.

   Billy netted a hat-trick in a 6-0 home win against Barrow on his debut and scored eight goals in his first four games with another hat-trick coming in his third appearance.

   That season he found the net on 30 occasions including no less than five hat-tricks, two of them coming in successive games on 3 and 10 January 1931. But his goals dried up somewhat the following season and he didn't play after Boxing Day.

1930/31: League Apps 31 Goals 30 Cup App 1

1931/32: League Apps 16 Goals 6 Cup Apps 2
GEORGE HICKS



Born: Salford, 30 April, 1902


Career: Salford Lads Club; Droylsden; Manchester Central; Manchester City (11/23); Birmingham (10/28); Manchester United (1/32); Bristol Rovers; Swindon Town (8/33); Rotherham United (11/33); Manchester North End (9/34)
   Outside-left who featured prominently as Manchester City were FA Cup finalists in 1925-26 and won the Second Division title in 1927-28. Failed to recapture his best form after a serious knee injury during the 1930-31 campaign.

  He made his debut on 4 November 1933 and missed just three games for the rest of the season.

1933/34:  League Apps 28 Goals 6 Cup Apps 5 Goals 3

ERNIE HIGGINBOTHAM  

Born: Sheffield

Career: Rotherham United (7/25); Mexborough Athletic (7/28); Bradford City; Loughborough Corinthians

   After playing once at right half and twice at left back near the end of the 1925/26 season, Ernie played one game at centre forward.

   He had scored in a 2-1 win against Barrow from left back and that was probably the reason he was pushed up front. That success saw him converted into a forward and he played all but one of his games in 1926/27 at inside left, hitting two goals in a 5-3 win against Hartlepools United. However, he played the first four games of the next season at left half with others coming at centre forward, left back and left wing.

1925/26:  League Apps 4 Goal 1

1926/27:  League Apps 10 Goals 6 Cup App 1

1927/28:  League Apps 12 Goals 2 Cup App 1
HENRY HIRST



Born: Horbury, 24 October, 1899

Career: Rotherham County (7/21); Preston NE; QPR (7/25); Charlton Athletic (7/26); Thames 

   Playing at right half, Henry scored on his debut on 11 February 1922 in a 2-1 win at Bristol City and he played in the return against them nine days later.

   His only game in 1922/23 was on 3 March in a 1-0 home win against Notts County.

1921/22  League Apps 2 Goal 1

1922/23  League App 1
ALF HODGETTS


Career: Rotherham United 1925-26

   Alf played at inside left in Rotherham United's first ever league game - a 6-1 defeat at Bradford - and his only other game came at Durham City on 3 October. That was a 5-1 defeat so he couldn't boast of a very good playing record.

1925/26: League Apps 2
FRED HODGSON



Born: Lytham, 1903

Career: Lytham; Rotherham County (8/23)

   Once Fred came into the team at left back on 13 October 1923, he made the position his own, missing just one game for the remainder of the season.

  His two goals both came in the same game, a 5-1 home win against Tranmere Rovers. He then played in 11 of the first 12 games of the following season.

1923/24: League Apps 32 Goals 3 Cup Apps 3

1924/25: League Apps 11
GEORGE HOPKINS


Born: Sheffield

Career: Wombwell; Rotherham County (8/24); Newark Town (7/25); Notts County (7/26); Scarborough (7/28)

   George came into the line up in the fourth game of the season taking over in goal from Charlie Sutcliffe but he didn't play again after Christmas Day.

1924/25:  League Apps 16 Cup App 1
SAMMY HOPKINSON

Born: Killamarsh, 9 February, 1902





Died: 9 March, 1958

Career: Rotherham County (7/19); Valley Road BC; Shirebrook (7/21); Chesterfield (5/24); Shirebrook (6/27); Ashton National (6/28); Manchester United (5/29); Tranmere Rovers (5/35)

   He played his one and only game for Rotherham at the tender age of 17 at centre half in a 1-0 home defeat at the hands of West Ham United. 

   He became an England Schoolboy international who created numerous goalscoring chances for Jimmy Cookson while at Chesterfield.

1919/20:  League App 1
ERIC HUMPHREY


Career: Upton Colliery, Rotherham United 1937-38

A cricketer when he signed for Rotherham he played at inside right in the opening six games of 1937/38 netting in both games against Halifax Town.

1937/38:  League Apps 6 Goals 2 Cup App 1
HOWARD HUMPHRIES
 

Born: Aston, February, 1894

Career: Handsworth Amateurs; Aston Villa (7/13); Southend United (12/21); Rotherham County (3/22)

   This centre forward came into the side on 18 March 1922 at a time when they were finding it very difficult to score. He couldn't improve the record of just 11 goals in 18 matches and three of them came in one game. But he did manage to find the net in a 3-1 home defeat against Fulham the following season when he was playing at outside left.

1921/22: League Apps 4

1922/23: League Apps 6 Goal 1
HORACE JACKSON


Career: Rotherham United 1931-32

RICHARD JACKSON


Born: Spennymoor

Career: Crook Town; Rotherham County (7/22); Gillingham (8/32); Canterbury Waverley (7/34)

   Full back Richard proved to be one of Rotherham's longest serving players and his total league appearances reached 345. His only goal in his distinguished career came in a 2-0 home win against Coventry City on 4 November 1922.

   Richard had a remarkable record of consistency and for six years he missed on a handful of games. Was in the line up for Rotherham United's first Football League game.

1922/23: League Apps 31 Goal 1 Cup App 1

1923/24: League Apps 41 Cup Apps 3

1924/25: League Apps 15

1925/26: League Apps 39 Cup Apps 3

1926/27: League Apps 40 Cup App 1

1927/28: League Apps 35 Cup Apps 4

1928/29: League Apps 39 Cup App 1

1929/30: League Apps 39 Cup Apps 4

1930/31: League Apps 40 Cup App 1

1931/32: League Apps 26 Cup Apps 2
JOHN CHARLES (JACK) JOHNSON


Born: South Kirkby  3 October 1905




Died: Ribble Valley  31 October 1991
Career: Denaby United; Sheffield Wednesday (4/27); Bournemouth (6/28); Rotherham United (11/30); Barnsley (9/33); Carlisle United (6/34); Accrington Stanley (6/38)

   Jack was a player who turned out at inside right and right half in his first season but in his second campaign the vast majority of his appearances were made wearing the number four shirt. Then in 1932/33 he also played a handful of games at outside right.

1930/31:  League Apps 20 Goals 3

1931/32:  League Apps 38 Cup Apps 2

1932/33:  League Apps 32 Cup App 1

W. H. (BILLY) JOHNSON
Career: Rotherham United 1933-34

   Yet another of a string of players in United's early years who made just a solitary appearance.

   His came at centre forward at Millmoor on  August 28, 1933, when Barnsley were 2-0 winners.

1933/34:  League App 1
JOHN M. JOHNSON


Born: Durham

Career: Seaton Delaval; Derby County (12/23); Rotherham County (5/24)

   Before coming to Rotherham, he had spent some time out of the game following an injury picked up when playing for Derby County against Sheffield Wednesday at Hillsborough.

   He played in a variety of positions for Rotherham including centre forward, inside right, outside right and outside left. His longest spell of successive games was five. John's only goal helped County to a 3-0 home win against neighbours Doncaster Rovers.

1924/25:  League Apps 15 Goal 1
HARRY JOLLY



Born: Ushaw Moor  5 April 1908


Died: Bury  7 December 1976


Career: Ushaw Moor; Leeds United (7/27); Chester (5/32); Southport (2/33); Bury (7/33); Rotherham United (7/35); Rhyl (7/36); Scarborough (7/37)

   Moved from Chester to Southport in an exchange deal involving Dick Duckworth. Later worked as a progress clerk in a drawing office in Bury. 

   He played three successive games for Rotherham at left half after his previous two appearances had been at centre half and that's where he appeared in his cup games.

1935/36:  League Apps 5 Cup App 2

LES JONES



Career: Wombwell; Rotherham United (6/32)

   Les had only a brief Rotherham career with his best run being that of three games at inside left when he netted a goal in a 3-0 home win against Tranmere Rovers.

1932/33: League Apps 7 Goal 1
ERIC JULIAN
Career: Rotherham County 1925-26

   Eric made his one and only appearance at centre forward on 19 September 1925 when County were beaten 5-1 at Halifax Town.

1925/26:  League App 1

ERNIE KENT
Career: Rotherham County 1924-25

   Ernie played only one game, that coming at right back on 3 January 1925 when County were beaten 4-0 at Halifax Town.

1924/25: League App 1

REG KILSBY



Born: Wollaston
, 23 August, 1910



Died: Kettering, January, 1992

Career: Wellingborough; Northampton Town; Scunthorpe United; Rotherham United (5/36); Aldershot (6/37)

    Hull City were the opponents at Millmoor when Reg made his only appearance at outside right on 7 September 1936 in a goalless draw.

1936/37: League App 1
JOE KITCHEN



Born: Brigg, 1886 



Died: Lincoln, 2 April, 1962



Career: Gainsborough Trinity (1/07); Sheffield United (3/08); Rotherham County (8/20); Sheffield United (12/20); Hull City (9/21); Scunthorpe United (8/23); Gainsborough Trinity (11/24); Shirebrook (9/25); Barton Town (8/26)

   Joe played his first eight games at centre forward before he switched to inside left with one game each at number seven and eight. His only goal gave the team a 1-0 win at Stockport County on 6 November 1920. He was a versatile forward who scored in Sheffield United's 1915 FA Cup final triumph.

1920/21:  League Apps 18 Goal 1 Cup App 1
HARRY KNOWLES


Born: Rotherham
1914

Career: Goole Town; Rotherham United (6/37)

   Inside right Harry had just a brief spell in the team in the early part of the 1037/38 season and he netted in a 3-1 home win against Hartlepools United.

1937/38:  League Apps 7 Goal 1 Cup App 3
SAMMY LAMB



Born: Alfreton, 1886

Career: Alfreton Town; Derby County (10/05); Alfreton Town (7/07); Sutton Town (12/07); Plymouth Argyle (5/09); Swindon Town (5/10); Millwall (4/13); Rotherham County (8/19); Caerphilly (7/20)

   He was an influential figure in Swindon Town's 1910-11 Southern League title triumph and gained representative honours.

   Played at outside left in Rotherham County's first ever Football League game and missed only seven games that season.

1919/20: League Apps 35 Goals 2 Cup App 1
JACK LAMBERT



Born: Greasborough, 22 May, 1902


Died: Tottenham, 7 December, 1940

Methley Perseverance; Army; Greasborough; Leeds United (11/22); Rotherham County (4/23); Leeds United (4/23); Doncaster Rovers (12/24); Arsenal (6/26); Fulham (10/33); Margate (P/M).

   Rotherham 'poached' him from Leeds United and he scored in his only game for the Millers in a 1-0 win at Bradford City. The League ordered him to return to Leeds and Rotherham were fined £25 for violating the rules as the player was on Leeds United's retained list.

   He starred in Arsenal's 1930-31 League Championship success and also played in two FA Cup finals for the Gunners. Later rejoined Arsenal as a coach but was killed in a road accident.

1922/23:  League App 1 Goal 1
FRANKIE LEE



Born: Heeley

Career: Gainsborough Trinity; Rotherham County (7/19)

   Scored one of the goals in Rotherham County's first ever league game, a 2-0 home win against Nottingham Forest.

   He was playing at outside right but he didn't retain his place for very long.

1919/20:  League Apps 7 Goal 1
JACK LEE



Born: Sheffield, 1890



Died: Holderness, 10 August, 1955

Career: Bird in Hand (Sheffield); Hull City (3/13); Chelsea (2/20); Watford (7/24); Rotherham United (6/25)

   The brother of Willis Lee, this goalscoring winger was Hull City's leading marksman during the 1916-17 wartime campaign. But most of his appearances for Rotherham came at inside left.

1925/26:  League Apps 17 Goals 2  Cup Apps 3 Goals 2

WILLIS LEE



Born: Sheffield

Career: Sheffield Wednesday; Rotherham United (7/25)

   Neither of his two appearances for Rotherham United were when his brother Jack was playing.

1925/26:  League Apps 2
JOE LEES



Born: Coalville, 1892





Died: 26 July, 1933

Career: Coalville PSA; Whitwick Imperial (7/11); Barnsley (8/13); Rotherham County (6/19); Lincoln City (6/21); Guildford United (8/23); Halifax Town (4/24); Scunthorpe United (11/24); Newport County (10/25); Wombwell (11/25)

   Another player who was in Rotherham County's first league team, he played at inside left although he later switched to the right with one game at outside left. He had one good spell of scoring hitting four goals in three games in his first season.      

   All his appearances in his second season were at inside right.

1919/20:  League Apps 32 Goals 12 Cup App 1

1920/21:  League Apps 21 Goals 7

JIMMY LEWIS



Career: Rotherham United (8/33)

   He had the dubious honour of scoring in the 2-1 home defeat 5 May 1934 against Mansfield Town in what is Rotherham United's  lowest ever home league gate - 1,324.

   His only game in his second season didn't come until 13 April 1935.

1933/34: League Apps 2 Goal 1

1934/35: League App 1

JIM LIDDLE



Born: Dunston



Career: Crawcrook Albion; QPR; Huddersfield Town (7/29); Rotherham United (10/29); Crawcrook Albion; Newcastle United; Gillingham (7/32); Coventry City (5/34); Exeter City (7/37)

   A former miner and professional sprinter who failed to make the grade at QPR, Huddersfield and Newcastle but missed just three games during his two seasons at Gillingham. 

   In his one season at Rotherham he had a run of playing 11 successive games at outside left.

1929/30:  League Apps 13
ERNEST FREDERICK (FRED) LIEVESLEY


Born: Netherthorpe, 24 July, 1899


Career: Staveley; Manchester City (8/19); Southend United (6/22); Exeter City (6/23); Rotherham United (7/25)

1925/26: League Apps 13 Goals 4

1926/27: League Apps 18 Goals 2 Cup App 1

1927/28: League Apps 29 Goals 10 Cup Apps 5 Goals 3

1928/29: League Apps 30 Goals 6

1929/30: League Apps 18 Goals 6 Cup Apps 2 Goals 2
ERNIE LILLEY


Career: Rotherham County 1924-25

   Just one game at right back  in a 3-1 home defeat at the hands of Crewe Alexandra in Division Three (North) on 14 March 1925 was the sum total of Ernie's career.

1924/25: League App 1
CHARLES A. LISTER


Career: Rotherham United 1937-38

   Yet another of the group of players who played just once, Charles' was when he was at outside left on 19 February 1938 when Rotherham were beaten 1-0 at Barrow.

1937/38:  League App 1

JOE LITTLE


Born: Leeds, 25 January, 1902


Died: 1965

Career: Castleford Town; Plymouth Argyle (7/20); Darlington (7/25); Bradford PA (7/27); Rotherham United (7/29)

   Joe played the first four games of the 1929/30 season at outside left and after a spell out of the side he played another four games. Then he came back at inside left before appearing at left half for the last 12 games. His only goal came on his debut - the opening game of the season - when he netted one of the goals in a 5-4 defeat at Tranmere Rovers.

1929/30:  League Apps 24 Goal 1
HERBERT LLOYD


Born: Cannock Chase


Career: Wolverhampton Wanderers; Rotherham County (8/19); Scunthorpe United (7/20)

   Herbert had made just the odd appearance in County's inaugural season before he had a good run of ten games at right half and then was at centre half for the last game of the season.

1919/20: League Apps 17 Cup App 1
RHYS LLOYD



Born: Wrexham

Career: Rhosymodre; Rotherham County (7/20)

   It wasn't until almost the end of the 1920/21 season than Rhys came into the side, playing three games at outside right  but he made his mark scoring both goals in his second game as Fulham were beaten 2-0 at Millmoor. 

   But it didn't lead to a long run in the side with just a handful of appearances the following season. He played in a Wales trial match in the same team as Rotherham's Harry Millership - North v South.

1920/21:  League Apps 3 Goals 2

1921/22: League Apps 4 
JIMMY LOFTHOUSE

Born: St Helens, 24 March, 1894

Career: Cabbage Hall; St Helens Recreation; Stalybridge Celtic; Reading (5/13); Sheffield Wednesday (7/20); Rotherham County (2/23); Bristol Rovers (12/23); QPR (5/26); Aldershot (8/28); GPO (Reading) (9/34)

   Outside-left who was ever-present for Bristol Rovers in 1924-25 but prior to that he hadn't come into the Rotherham team until 10 March 1923 then he played the rest of the season in that position. His two goals in his first season came in a 3-0 home win against Derby County. He maintained his appearance record at the start of the following season not having missed a league game before his departure.

1922/23:  League Apps 11 Goals 2

1923/24: League Apps 16 Goals 5
HERBERT LOUNDS


Born: Masborough

Career: Silverwood Colliery; Gainsborough Trinity; Leeds City (8/19); Rotherham County (10/19); Halifax Town (5/23)

1919/20:  League Apps 30 Goals 3 Cup App 1

1920/21:  League Apps 27 Goal 1

1921/22:  League Apps 21 Goals 2

1922/23:  League Apps 10

ALBERT LOVETT


Born: Rotherham, 13 February, 1911


Died: Doncaster, 5 March, 1975

Career: Dinnington Athletic; Chesterfield (12/34); Rotherham United (5/35); Dinnington Athletic (2/36); Worksop Town (6/36)

   Local born Albert played the first three games of his only season at outside left and added a a fourth soon afterwards but that was to mark the end of his brief Football League career. 

1935/36:  League apps 4

JOHN LOWE

Career: Rotherham United 1929-30

   Yet another of the one appearance club, his came at outside right in a 2-1 win at Rochdale on 21 September, 1929.

1929/30:  League App 1
JOE W. LYNCH


Born: Tweedmouth

Career: Sheffield Wednesday; Rotherham United (5/37)

   A lot was expected when Joe moved to Millmoor because for the previous two seasons he had been a regular member of Sheffield Wednesday's Central League team. 

   He was clever and impressive and went straight into the Rotherham team. But his best run of appearances was ten games and in 1938/39 he didn't play in the league at all.

1937/38: League Apps 18

1938/39: Cup App 1

JIMMY McCONNELL

Born: Ayr, 23 February, 1899


Career: Auchinleck Talbot; Kilmarnock; Stevenston United; Nithsdale Wanderers; Celtic; Springfield Babes; Providence Clamdiggers; Bethlehem Steel; J & P Coats; Carlisle United; Crewe Alexandra; Rotherham United; Nithsdale Wanderers

   For a centre forward he didn't have a very good record although he probably provided ammunition for Vic Wright and Fred Briggs He did find the net in a 2-1 FA Cup second round win against Coventry City.

1933/34:  League Apps 21 Goals 4 Cup Apps 3 Goal 1
JIMMY McCORMICK


Born: Rotherham, 26 April, 1912 

Died: Marbella,
4 January, 1968

Career: Rotherham YMCA; Rotherham United (4/31); Chesterfield (8/32); Tottenham Hotspur (3/33); Fulham (11/45); Lincoln City (8/47); Crystal Palace (2/49); Sliema Wanderers (P/C).

   Jimmy played in the very last game of the 1930/31 season at outside right and he didn't appear the following season until 5 December 1931 when he was on the target in a 3-1 home win against Walsall. That led to a run of 15 successive league games.

   The son of former Plymouth Argyle player John McCormick. Later coached the Turkish national side. Was killed in a motor accident while on holiday in Spain.

1930/31:  League App 1

1931/32:  League Apps 18 Goals 2

FRANK McKENZIE

Born: Inverness, 10 December  1896

Career: Cameron Highlanders; Inverness Thistle; Rotherham County (7/19); Newport County (7/24); Scunthorpe United (7/26); Gainsborough Trinity (7/27); Newark Town (5/28)

   Right back Frank played in Rotherham County's inaugural Football League season when he was used sparingly but his appearances in his second season were even fewer. 

   Three of them came at inside right but it was at left back where he played in his most successful season of 1921/22. He started the next season in that position but reverted to the right again for his last nine games of that campaign. 

   After opening his last season at left back he had a run of  four games at centre forward scoring in his first two games in that position.

1919/20: League Apps 13

1920/21: League Apps 5

1921/22: League Apps 31 Cup Apps 2

1922/23: League Apps 18

1923/24: League Apps 17 Goals 4

JACK MANNING


Born: Boston, 1886


Died: Boston, March, 1946

Career: Boston Swifts; Boston Town; Hull City (8/05); Bradford PA (8/07); Rochdale (6/10); Lincoln City (8/11); Rotherham County (8/19); QPR (7/20); Boston Town (7/21)

   Jack played four games at outside right in the early part of his only season and then reappeared in the penultimate game to complete an unwanted record of played five, lost five.

1919/20: League Apps 5
LEONARD MARSDEN



Born: Rotherham, 4 February, 1909



Died: Rotherham, 11 December, 1992

Career: Rotherham United 1926-27

   The last game of the season on 7 May 1927 saw Leonard appear at inside right but the team were beaten 4-2 at Millmoor by Lincoln City.

1926/27: League App 1
JIMMY H.  MARSHALL


Born: Glengure, 9 June, 1890 

Died: Cathcart,
8 July, 1958


Career: Winchburgh; Vale of Grange; Partick Thistle (7/11); Bradford City (6/14); Oldham Athletic (9/20); Southport (1/24); Rotherham County (6/24); Lincoln City (12/24); Queen of the South (7/25); Stranraer

   Jimmy's lone appearance was at inside right on September 9th, 1924, when he was on the losing side, beaten 2-0 at Southport. He was later trainer at Newport County and then a scout for Bolton Wanderers while working at de Havillands at Lostock.

1924/25:  League App 1

BILLY MARSHALL

Born: Kilnhurst, 1896

Career: Silverwood Colliery; Sheffield United; Silverwood Colliery; Rotherham County (8/19)

   Billy made his debut at outside left in a 2-2 home draw against Bristol City on October 11, 1919, and he played the next two games in the same position. Both ended in defeat - a 2-1 loss in the return against Bristol and then a 3-0 setback at Stoke City.

1919/20:  League Apps 3
JOHN WESLEY MEHAFFY



Born: Belfast, 22 December, 1896




Died: 3 December, 1937

Career: Glentoran; New Brighton (7/23); Rotherham County (1/25); Dundalk (7/27); Coleraine

   Irish goalkeeper who was ever-present for Rotherham United during the 1925-26 campaign. He played in Rotherham County's last league game and Rotherham United's first. He first came into the Rotherham side on 24 January 1925 and from then on missed just one league and cup game until 20 November 1926.

1924/25:  League Apps 18

1925/26:  League Apps 42 Cup Apps 3

1926/27:  League Apps 19 Cup Apps 1

ERNIE MILLER

Born: Sheffield

Career: Rotherham Town; Rotherham County (7/24); Mansfield Town (7/27); Shirebrook (10/27)

   Ernie played just two games for County after he had started his career at neighbouring Town, both appearances being at outside left towards the end of County's last season.

1924/25: League Apps 2

JOE MILLER

Born: Sheffield, 1912

Career: Rossington Main; Rotherham United (12/34); Wolverhampton Wanderers (5/35); Chesterfield (9/35)

   Like his namesake, Ernie Joe too was an outside left first coming into the team  on 9 February 1935 and  he played in 15 of the last 16 games. His two goals both came in a 5-3 win at Doncaster Rovers on April 19th, 1935, in front of a crowd of just under 28,000.

1934/35:  League Apps 15 Goals 2 Cup App 1

PETER MILLER



Born: Bo'ness, 15 April, 1908



Died: Bo'ness, 19 May, 1979


Career: Bo'ness United; Grange Rovers (5/27); Falkirk (8/29); Watford (7/30); New Brighton (8/31); Le Havre (6/35); Rotherham United (1/36); Port Vale (6/36)

   Yet another outside left named Miller, Peter scored on his debut on January 25th,1935, his goal contributing to a 4-0 home win against Darlington.  He later netted again to give his team a 1-0 home win against Barrow and two of his appearances were at inside right.

1935/36  League Apps 11 Goals 2
HARRY MILLERSHIP


Born: Chirk, 1889




Died: Blackpool, 1959

Career: Chirk; Goole Town; Blackpool (7/12); Leeds City (8/19); Rotherham County (10/19); Barnsley (9/22); Castleford Town (7/23)

   Welsh international full-back who gained all of his six caps while at Rotherham.  

   He cost the Millers a then record £1,000 when the Leeds City club was closed down following an illegal payments scandal.  

   Harry played on the right and made his Rotherham debut at Stoke City on October 25th, 1919. He netted a double in a 2-0 home win against Cardiff City on March 12th,1921. Later ran the Castle Hotel in Castleford, then settled in Blackpool and worked in the building trade. 

1919/20:  League Apps 22 Goals 2 Cup App 1

1920/21:  League Apps 37 Goals 5 Cup Apps 2

1921/22:  League Apps 22

MELVYN MILLINGTON   
Born: Chesterfield, 22 October, 1911

Died: Scunthorpe, 7 December, 1989

Career: Frickley Colliery; Rotherham United (7/33); Torquay United (6/34); Scunthorpe United (5/35)

   He played both his Rotherham games at centre half on 7 and 14 October 1933, he later gave Scunthorpe United lengthy service as trainer.

1933/34: League Apps 2

JAMES (SMILER) MILLS



Born: Dalton Brook, 30 September, 1915

Died: 14 January, 1994

Career: Dinnington Athletic; Rotherham United (8/37); Hull City (10/46); Halifax Town (12/47); Gainsborough Trinity (7/48)

   Injuries to other players led to the early debut of James who made rapid strides after joining the club to force his way into the first team. 

   He felt he hadn't been making progress at Dinnington so turned up at Millmoor and asked for a trial in which he did so well that he was put into the reserve team straight away. Playing at right half, he scored on his debut in a 4-1 win against Halifax Town at Millmoor on 6 September 1937

   Known as 'Smiler' because of his cheerful character. His promising career at Rotherham was blighted by WW2  but he was a member of the team which won the Third Division Cup and Third Division (East) League double in 1945/46.

1937/38: League Apps 24  goals 4  Cup Apps 2

1938/39: League Apps 30  Cup Apps 2

LAWRIE MILLSOM

Born: Rotherham, 1901



Died: Torquay, 26 September, 1959

Career: Rotherham County (7/24); Rotherham Amateurs; Torquay United

   Goalkeeper who featured in Torquay United's first-ever Football League match against Exeter City in August 1927.  He made his Rotherham debut against  Accrington Stanley at home on 27 December 1924 and played in four successive matches adding his fifth and last at Durham on 7 March 1925.

1924/25: League Apps 5

GILBERT MOISER


Born: Dewsbury
, 1895



Died: Westminster,1959

Career: Rotherham County 1921-22

   When South Shields visited Millmoor and gained a 1-1 draw in February 1922, Gilbert wore the number eight shirt for Rotherham in his one and only appearance.

1921/22:  League App 1

EGBERT MURDEN


Born: Nottingham, 17 May, 1906 

Died: Doncaster, 21 January, 1974

Career: Wath Athletic; Rotherham United (7/29); Wombwell

   A player who appeared at inside left and centre forward, he had a quite remarkable scoring record in his first season.  

   He netted four goals when Barrow were beaten 7-0 at Millmoor on January 18th, 1930, the first time the club had ever hit that many goals in one game.

   Three games previously he had scored a hat-trick in a 5-0 win against Tranmere Rovers. But he didn't do so well the following season with the prolific Billy Hick taking over.

1929/30:  League Apps 33 Goals 22 Cup Apps 3

1930/31:  League Apps 10 Goals 3 Cup App 1 Goal 1

JOHN MURPHY



Born: Airdrie, 1896



Died: Rotherham, 28 November, 1921

Career: Glasgow Ashfield; Hamilton Academical; Bury (7/20); Rotherham County (8/21)

   John played the first two games of the season at inside right before he tragically died at a very early age of 27. He passed away at his home address of 36 Herbert Street, Kimberworth, Rotherham, as a result of pneumonia and was interred in Airdrie.

1921/22:  League Apps 2
BILL MURRAY

Born: Edmondsley


Career: Sheffield Wednesday; Rotherham United (5/37)

   First came into the team at inside left at Barrow on December 10th, 1938, but played all the remainder of his games at inside left. 

   The only time he managed to get on the scoresheet was in a 1-1 draw at Halifax Town on February 25th, 1939.

1938/39:  League 17 Goal 1 Cup App 1

SID NEAL



Born: Mosborough,1899

Career: Dinnington Main; Rotherham County (7/22); Mosborough (7/23); Luton Town (7/24); Frickley Colliery (7/26)

   Left winger Sid played his three games in successive matches starting in a home game against Port Vale on November 18th, 1922, and ending at Manchester United when Rotherham were beaten 3-0 - the only occasion a Rotherham team has ever played a league game at Old Trafford.

1922/23: League Apps 3
HARRY NEWTON

Career: Rotherham United 1938-39

   Harry played four games on the trot at outside right in March 1939 and he found the target in his second game, a 2-0 win at Hull City.

1938/39: League Apps 4 Goal 1

JOHN E. NOCK



Born: Rotherham, 13 January, 1909

Career: Rotherham YMCA; Dinnington Athletic; Silverwood Colliery; Rotherham United (7/31); Scarborough (7/33); Bacup Borough (7/34); Accrington Stanley (12/34); Rossendale United (2/35)

   A prolific goalscorer in non-League football with Dinnington and Silverwood he scored in his second Rotherham game to give his team a 1-0 win against Tranmere Rovers on January 23rd, 1932, and he quickly made his mark from centre forward. 

   Even though he had a good scoring record the following season, he was always in and out of the team but still netted two hat-tricks.

1931/32:  League Apps 8 Goals 5

1932/33:  League Apps 17 Goals 10

ERIC ALBERT OAKTON


Born: Kiveton Park, 28 December, 1906

Died: Sheffield, 5 August, 1981

Career: Kiveton Park; Grimsby Town (11/24); Rotherham United (8/26); Worksop Town (6/27); Sheffield United (10/27); Scunthorpe United (8/30); Bristol Rovers (5/31); Chelsea (5/32); Nottingham Forest (6/37)

   A talented young outside right, he played from the start of the 1926/27 season and helped the team to win their opening two games to move to the top of the Division Three (North) table, something  they had never previously achieved. In the second game  he scored both goals in a 2-0 win against Wrexham at Millmoor. 

   Later played alongside the legendary Hughie Gallacher at Chelsea.

1926/27: League Apps 7 Goals 3
ALBERT ORR


Born: Eccles, 5 September, 1904


Died: 1974

Career: Manchester Central; Rotherham United (7/28); Chesterfield (7/31); Torquay United (7/32); Gillingham (6/34); Stalybridge Celtic (6/35)

   A versatile player, Albert played his first Rotherham game at inside left and in his first season he also appeared at centre forward, inside right, outside right and outside left. 

   The following season he played on both wings and at centre forward and towards the end of the season he netted nine goals in nine games. Again he constantly switched positions in 1930/31, this time helping to provide goals for Billy Hick.

1928/29:  League Apps 32 Goals 9 Cup App 1 Goal 1

1929/30:  League Apps 33 Goals 10 Cup Apps 4 Goal 1

1930/31:  League Apps 24 Goals 5

HARRY PANTLING

Born: Leighton Buzzard, 16 May, 1891

Died: Sheffield, 21 December, 1952

Career: Callow Land Juniors; Watford (7/08); Sheffield United (5/14); Rotherham United (8/26); Heanor Town (11/27)

   England international right-half who was capped against Northern Ireland in October 1923. 

   He featured in Sheffield United's 1925 FA Cup final triumph and was Rotherham's major signing prior to the 1926/27 season, when all season ticket prices were reduced. 

   He played in the first eight games and then added another four from the end of November but his low number of appearances was a disappointment to the club
as they had expected great things from him.

1926/27:  League Apps 12 Cup App 1
ALBERT ARTHUR PAPE
 

Born: Wath upon Dearne, 13 June,1897 

Died: Doncaster, 18 November ,1955

Career: Yorkshire Light Infantry; Wath Athletic; Bolton on Dearne; Rotherham County (12/19); Notts County (5/23); Clapton Orient (6/24); Manchester United (2/25); Fulham (10/25); Rhyl (8/27); Hurst (1/28); Darwen (P/C) (9/28); Manchester Central (2/29); Hartlepools United (7/29); Halifax Town (7/30); Burscough Rangers (9/31); Horwich RMI (8/32); Nelson (11/33)

   A centre forward, he had an immediate impact when joining Rotherham for he scored on his debut in a 4-3 home win against Coventry City on 17 January 1920. He didn't come into the side the following season until October 2nd but then played most of the remainder of the season. 

   His most prolific scoring season was in 1922/23 when he netted a hat-trick in a 3-2 win at Hull City to spark a spell of eight goals in five games. 

   His transfer to Manchester United was quite remarkable as he travelled to Old Trafford with Clapton Orient and was transferred shortly before kick-off, scoring one of United's goals in a 4-2 win against his former colleagues!

1919/20:  League Apps 17 Goals 3

1920/21:  League Apps 29 Goals 5 Cup Apps 1

1921/22:  League Apps 30 Goals 11 Cup Apps 2

1922/23:  League Apps 37 Goals 19 Cup App 1

ALBERT PARKIN

Born: Wath on Dearne



Career: Dearne Valley OB; Rotherham United (7/26); Stalybridge Celtic (7/33); Frickley Colliery; Denaby United (8/36)

   Playing at centre forward, Albert made a scoring debut in a 5-0 home win against Ashington at Millmoor on 19 February 1927 and he went on to play for Rotherham for seven seasons.

   He netted two doubles in 1928/29 but played only a handful of games the following season. Then in 1931/32 he had  scored two goals from four appearances before he returned to the side on 12 March 1932 and incredibly hit 13 goals in ten games with no fewer than six doubles.

   But that still didn't earn him a regular place the following season and the first five games was his best subsequent sequence.

1926/27: League Apps 7 Goals 2

1927/28: League Apps 11 Goals 5

1928/29: League Apps 15 Goals  9

1929/30: League Apps 9 Goals 2 Cup Apps 2

1930/31: League Apps 6 Goals 3

1931/32: League Apps 14 Goals 15

1932/33: League Apps 21 Goals 8

ERNIE PATTISON
Born: Chesterfield, 19 November, 1905

Died: 1979

Career: West Bromwich Albion; Rotherham United (7/29); Scunthorpe United (6/30); Doncaster Rovers (7/31); Frickley Colliery (7/32); Scunthorpe United

   A half back, he was a regular in the side for the first half of the season. Ernie scored his one and only goal against Scunthorpe United in a 3-3 draw in the FA Cup second round and then went on to sign for them the following season.

1929/30: League Apps 24 Cup Apps 4 Goal 1

JACK PEARS



Born: Ormskirk, 23 Feb, 1904

Career: Westhead St James; Skelmersdale United (6/26); Burscough Rangers (12/26); Liverpool (8/27); Rotherham United (8/28); Accrington Stanley (5/29); Oldham Athletic (7/30); Preston NE (3/34); Sheffield United (11/34); Swansea Town (7/35); Hull City (6/37); Rochdale (6/38); Mossley (9/38)

   A man of many clubs, Jack played both at outside left and centre forward and he scored on his debut. His goal came in the club's all time record defeat 11-1 at Bradford City on the opening day of the 1928/29 season.

1928/29:  League Apps 21 Goals 7 Cup App 1

RICHARD (DICKIE) PEARSON


Born: Broompark, 25 June, 1920

Career: Crook Town; Durham City (7/22); Rotherham County (10/22); Durham City

   Dickie scored two goals on his Rotherham debut in a 3-2 home win against Wolverhampton Wanderers on 14 October 1922 when he was playing at centre forward. 

   He also found the target in his third and fourth appearances as he made a good start to his career By then he had switched to inside left and it was in that position that he made 39 of his 41 league starts in 1923/24.

   The first 13 games of the 1924/25 season also saw him wearing the number ten shirt but in the remainder of the season he played at inside right, outside right, right back and centre forward.

1922/23: League Apps 18 Goals 7 Cup App 1

1923/24: League Apps 41 Goals 9 Cup Apps 3

1924/25: League Apps 38 Goals 8 Cup App 1

RALPH PEDWELL


Born: Durham

Career: Durham West End; South Shields; Hartlepools United (7/29); Barnsley (8/34); Frickley Colliery (7/35); 

Rotherham United (5/36); Doncaster Rovers (5/37)

   An outside left, Ralph produced a fine scoring record throughout his one season with Rotherham finding the net on a regular basis.

   He was second highest scorer, just two behind Ernie Smith and he hit two goals in one game on five occasions.

1936/37:  League Apps 36 Goals 20 Cup Apps 2 Goal 1

BILLY PHILLIPS

Career: Celtic; Rotherham United (8/27); Scunthorpe United

   Billy went straight into the Rotherham team at the start of the 1927/28 season playing at outside right, a position he played in all his games except one when he was at inside left

1927/28: League Apps 19 Goals 6 Cup Apps 3 Goals 2
WALTER PICKEN


Born: Rotherham, 1 February, 1900





Died: 6 July, 1981

Career: Tinsley United; Rotherham County (8/20)

   Walter played at centre half in the third game from the end of the 1920/21 season when  County were beaten 3-2 at Birmingham City.

   After playing in the first game of the following season he returned on 7 November and played every remaining game. He made the position his own and missed just two games in 1922/23, the first one on 6 January 1923 and the other on the last day of the campaign.

1920/21: League App 1

1921/22: League Apps 30 Cup Apps 2

1922/23: League Apps 40 Cup App 1

EDWARD POEL


Born: Salford  14 February 1907


Died: Bramley  December 1989

Career: Rotherham United 1933-34

   Amateur outside-right who played  his two games for Rotherham as a replacement for the injured George Raynor. He scored on his debut in a 2-2 draw at Accrington Stanley.

1933/34: League Apps 2 Goal 1
HORACE PORTMAN

Born: High Green

Career: High Green Swifts; Rotherham United (5/27); Mexborough Athletic (7/30)

   Horace played all but one of his games in his first season at centre half, the other coming at left back where he played his only two games of the following season.

1928/29: League Apps 18 Cup App 1

1929/30: League Apps 2

A. PRIESTLEY
   Another player whose only appearance was in the North Section Cup first round replay at Bradford City on 8 February 1939 when he played at centre forward in a 1-0 defeat.

NORMAN PROCTOR


Born: Alnwick, 11 May, 1896


Died: Winlaton Mill, 27 February, 1947

Career: Spen Black & White; Scotswood; Blyth Spartans; Rotherham County (5/22); West Ham (6/23); Leicester City (6/24); Tranmere Rovers (5/25); Halifax Town (8/27); Workington (7/31); Newbiggin West End

   Scheming inside-forward who moved to West Ham as they prepared for their first season in the top-flight. He was a member of Leicester City's 1924-25 Second Division title squad.

   In his time at Rotherham he also appeared at outside left while his first two games had been at centre forward. His only goal came in a 2-2 home draw against West Ham United on 16 September 1922.

1922/23: League Apps 22 Goal 1 Cup App 1
REG PYE



Born: Beighton


Career: Whinney Hill St Peter's; Rotherham County (5/23); Loughborough Corinthians (7/25); Staveley Town

   Playing at right back, Reg's only appearance for Rotherham was in a 1-1 draw against Lincoln City at Millmoor on 13 December 1924.

1924/25: League App 1
ALBERT PYNEGAR

Born: Basford, 24 September, 1895


Died: Basford, 1978

Career: Eastwood Rangers; Sutton Town (8/19); Leicester City (5/20); Coventry City (1/24); Oldham Athletic (4/25); Port Vale (1/29); Chesterfield (10/30); Rotherham United (8/32)

   He won the Third Division (North) title with Port Vale in 1929-30 and with Chesterfield in 1930-31. He moved to Millmoor in an exchange deal involving Jim McCormick.

   But he couldn't complete a hat-trick when he moved to Rotherham who finished in 17th position. While at Millmoor he played in both inside forward positions as well as centre forward.

1932/33: League Apps 17 Goals 3
WALTER QUINTON


Born: Anston, 13 December, 1917



Died: 1996

Career: Dinnington Athletic; Rotherham United (7/38); Birmingham City (7/39); Brentford (4/49); Southend United (8/52); Shrewsbury Town (10/52); Snowdown CW

    An accomplished right back, Walter came into the side for the first time on 8 October 1938 and missed just one game for the rest of the season. Had it not been for the war years, he would surely have played many more games.

1938/39: League Apps 32 Cup App 1
CHARLES W. RAMSDEN


Born: South Normanton, 1903

Career: South Normanton Colliery; Rotherham County (11/25); Manchester United (5/27); Stockport County (Loan  1/28); Manchester North End (8/32); Witton Albion; Gresham & Craven (10/35)

   A right winger, Charles netted two goals in the last game of the 1925/26 season in a home 2-2 draw against Crewe Alexandra and he maintained a healthy scoring rate the following season scoring in three out of four games from the middle of October.

   He had made his first appearance of 1926/27 on 2 October to start a run of 35 consecutive games to the end of the season.

1925/26: League Apps 15 Goals 5

1926/27: League Apps 35 Goals 10 Cup App 1
GEORGE RAYNOR


Born: Hoyland, 13 January, 1907

Career: Elsecar Bible Class; Mexborough Athletic; Wombwell (7/29); Sheffield United (7/30); Mansfield Town (7/32); Rotherham United (8/33); Bury (2/35); Aldershot (7/39). WW2 Guest for Charlton Athletic; Bury; Bournemouth; Hull City; Crystal Palace. 

   George was a gifted outside right who scored on his Rotherham debut in a 1-1 draw on the opening day of the 1933/34 season. When he left Rotherham to move to Bury it was for a substantial fee.

   He was a great provider of goals for those around him.  In later years he coached the Swedish national side to Olympic Gold in 1948 and to the World Cup final in 1958. Also coach/manager of Roma, Lazio and Coventry City. In November 1936 he broke his leg playing for Bury against Bradford City.

1933/34: League Apps 37 Goals 9 Cup Apps 5 Goals 2

1934/35: League Apps 22 Goals 8 Cup Apps 2 Goal 1

ALBERT REDFERN


Born: Wombwell


Career: Rotherham County 1920-21

   The first of Albert's appearances came at inside left in a 2-0 defeat at Sheffield Wednesday on 28 March 1921 and his second was at outside left when West Ham United were beaten 2-0 at Millmoor on 16 April 1921.

1920/21: League Apps 2

EBOR REED



Born: Spennymoor, 30 November, 1899


Died: Durham, 14 November, 1971


Career: Newcastle United; Cardiff City (8/25); Nottingham Forest (7/26); Rotherham United (6/27); Derry City (7/29); Portadown (7/32)

   A centre half Ebor missed just one game in his first season and that didn't come until 28 April, the penultimate game.

   He played in 14 of the opening 15 league games the following season but he didn't appear again until the beginning of the following March.

1927/28: League Apps 41 Cup Apps 5

1928/29: League Apps 19

GEORGE REID



Born: Belfast, January, 1896


Career: Distillery; Blackpool (7/20); Walsall (6/21); Cardiff City (12/22); Fulham (12/23); Stockport County (7/24); Rotherham County (1/25); Mid Rhondda (7/25)

   Centre-forward who was Walsall's leading marksman in 1921-22 and was capped by Northern Ireland against Scotland in March 1923.

   He made his Rotherham debut in a 2-1 home win against New Brighton on 17 January 1925 at centre forward and he scored the goal in his third game when Rotherham lost 2-1 at home to Hartlepools United. His next six games were at inside left.

1924/25: League Apps 12 Goals 4

JIMMY REID


Born: Shettleston, 6 August, 1907



Died: Kilmarnock, 6 September, 1967

Career: Shettleston Juniors; Townsend Waverley; Airdrie (12/25); Luton Town (8/27); Barrow (5/29); Alloa Athletic (7/32); Southport (9/33); Rotherham United (6/34); Alloa Athletic (8/40)

   Former Scottish Schoolboy international who played under Jimmy Commins at Barrow and  Southport. He worked in the Linwood Steelworks, having studied civil engineering and metallurgy. He started the 1934/35 season at outside right for Rotherham and he switched to the right in early February helping to provide goals for Billy Dickinson. He played all his games on the right the following two and a half seasons before reverting back to the left again.

1934/35: League Apps 39 Goals 4 Cup Apps 4

1935/36: League Apps 36 Goals 2 Cup Apps 4

1936/37: League Apps 41 Goal 1 Cup Apps 4

1937/38: League Apps 31 Goals 5 Cup Apps 4

1938/39: League Apps 21 Goal 1 Cup App 1

CYRIL RHODES



Born: Sheffield


Career: Birtley; Rotherham County 1924-25

   When County were beaten 4-3 at home by Wigan Borough on 15 November 1924, Cyril played at right half.

1924/25: League App 1

IRVINE RHODES


Born: Rotherham, 1916

Career: West Meton; Sheffield United; Rotherham United (10/35); Accrington Stanley (2/36); Rotherham United 3/37), Great Harwood (7/36); Preston NE (8/37); Accrington Stanley (1/38); Boston United (8/38)

   He was an amateur with hometown Rotherham and was also an amateur during his first spell with Accrington Stanley.  Irvine played at left back on 6 and 13 March 1937, both games ending in defeat. The first one was a  4-2 home loss against Hartlepools United and then second was a 4-1 setback at Southport.

1936/37: League Apps 2 Goal 1 Cup App 1
LES ROBERTS



Born: Halesowen, 28 February, 1901


Died: Christchurch, 29 May, 1980

Career: Cradley Heath St Luke's; Aston Villa (8/21); Chesterfield (5/22); Sheffield Wednesday (6/23); Merthyr Town (8/24); Bournemouth (12/24); Bolton Wanderers (2/25); Swindon Town (6/27); Brentford (5/30); Manchester City (1/31); Exeter City (2/32); Crystal Palace (7/32); Chester (1/34); Rotherham United (10/34); Scunthorpe United (8/35); New Brighton (7/36)

   Much travelled forward who was the first player to appear for 12 different League clubs. His spell at Rotherham came late in his career and he played four games at inside left in November and December and five at inside right in March and April. In that second spell he netted four goals in three games.

1934/35: League Apps 9 Goals 5 Cup App 1
HENRY ROBERTS

Born: Ardsley, 1912

Career: Frickley Colliery; Rotherham United (6/35)

   Henry had to wait some time before he got a first team chance eventually playing at left half for the last six games of 1935/36. He then played in the first three games of the following season, this time at right half.

1935/36: League Apps 6

1936/37: League Apps 3

CHARLIE ROBINSON


Born: Rotherham, 20 August, 1905





Died: 1972

Career: Parkgate Church Lads; Silverwood Colliery; Rotherham United (10/29); Wolverhampton Wanderers (3/30); Coventry City (5/31); Stockport County (9/32); Plymouth Argyle (6/36); Hull City (6/37)

   Charlie was a right half, his first game being on 7 December 1929 when United lost 3-1 at Carlisle United. That game started a sequence of  seven successive games for him but he soon lost his place after completing his dozen games.

1929/30: League Apps 12 Cup Apps 4
WALTER RONALD RODGERS


Born: Sheffield, 14 December, 1911 

Died: Sheffield, 20 July, 1985

Career: Norton Woodseats; Rotherham United (12/32)

   An outside right who made his debut on 7 January 1933 in a 5-0 home defeat at the hands of Chester City, Walter netted his only goal in a 3-1 home win against Southport on 18 April.

1932/33: League Apps 9 Goal 1

ARCHIE ROE



Born: Hull  9 December 1893



Died: 1947

Career: Sheffield Wednesday; South Shields (8/18); Birmingham (8/19); Gillingham (7/20); Castleford Town (7/21); Arsenal (8/22); Lincoln City (11/23); Rotherham County (12/24)

   Fearless centre-forward who was a prolific goalscorer for Arsenal reserves and was Lincoln's leading marksman in 1923-24.

   His brief spell at Rotherham saw him score on his debut - a 4-1 defeat at Nelson on 20 December 1924 -  and he was on the target again in his third and fourth games. He later became a publican in Sheffield.

1924/25: League Apps 7 Goals 3

JACK ROSCOE



Born: Prescot, 1908

Career: Prescot Cables; Everton; New Brighton (7/29); Prescot Cables (7/30); Rotherham United (7/31); Prescot Cables (7/32)

   Jack had a superb debut, scoring two goals from inside right in a 6-3 home win against Doncaster Rovers on 14 September 1931 and three games later, playing this time at centre forward, he netted in a 1-1 home draw against Stockport County.

1931/32: League Apps 5 Goals 3
SAM ROWBOTHAM


Career: Rotherham United (8/31); Scarborough (7/33); Darlington (7/34)

   Hull City were beaten 2-0 at Millmoor on 27 February 1932 when Sam played at left half  and the following season he doubled his appearance tally. He scored a goal from inside left against New Brighton in a 5-2 defeat on 31 December 1932 and the following week he was in the team which lost 5-0 at home to Chester City.

1931/32: League App 1

1932/33: League Apps 2 Goal 1

STANLEY RUSHFORTH


Born: Rotherham, 15 July, 1912



Died: Barnsley, January, 1988

Career: Rotherham United (7/35); Cheltenham Town (7/36)

   Stan's appearances at centre forward in his only season were well spread out, his first coming on 2 November 1935 and his last on 1 February.

1935/36: League Apps 4 Cup App 1 Goal 1
 WILLIAM (BILLY) SAVILLE

Born: Sheffield, 18 May, 1908 

Died: Worksop, July, 1988

Career: Rotherham United (7/26); Shirebrook (7/28)

   Billy played the last three games of the 1926/27 season, each time in a different position moving from right half to centre half to left half. All his appearances the following season came at right half in a consecutive sequence.

1926/27: League Apps 3

1927/28: League Apps 4

JOE SCOTT


Born: Lye, 6 July, 1900 


Died: 11, March, 1962

Career: Cradley Heath; Rotherham County (6/23); Barnsley (3/28); Tottenham Hotspur (6/28); Cradley Heath (7/31)

   Joe came into the County side on 8 December4 1923 and he played in all the remaining games at outside left. He scored in his second game - a 1-0 home win against Tranmere Rovers - and continued to find the net with reasonable regularity.  he only missed a handful of games in 1924/45 but he was at inside left for County's last ever league games. He was back at outside left for Rotherham United's first game in a season which saw him reach double figures on the goals tally.

He really hit the goal standard in 1927/28 being the team's leading scorer with only one other player reaching double figures. In the early part of that season he had a run of eight goals in ten games. Understudied England international outside-left Jimmy Dimmock while at Spurs.

1923/24: League Apps 26 Goals 8 Cup Apps 3

1924/25: League Apps 37 Goals 6 Cup App 1 Goal 1

1925/26: League Apps 36 Goals 13 Cup Apps 3

1926/27: League Apps 39 Goals 9 Cup App 1

1927/28: League Apps 31 Goals 18 Cup Apps 5 Goals 3

BILLY SELLARS

Born: Sheffield, 7 October, 1907



Died: Sheffield, 7 November, 1987

Career: Park Labour (Sheffield); Rotherham United (9/27); Southport (5/32); Burnley (7/33); Bradford PA (6/34); Lincoln City (7/35); Norton Woodseats (8/36)

   It wasn't until 31 December 1927 that Billy made his Rotherham debut, playing at outside right in a 1-0 home defeat at the hands of Stockport County. His only goal came in the last game of the campaign, part of a 3-1 win against Darlington at Millmoor. The following season he missed just two games with  several of his appearances being at right half. In 1929/30 he was again rarely an absentee and he netted two goals in an FA Cup first round 3-0 win against Ashington. His appearance record was even better in 1930/31 missing just one game, that not coming until the very last game of the season. But after late November 1931, he lost his regular place.

1927/28: League Apps 19 Goal 1 Cup Apps 2

1928/29: League Apps 40 Goals 9 Cup App 1

1929/30: League Apps 40 Goals 10 Cup Apps 4 Goals 3

1930/31: League Apps 41 Goals 10 Cup App 1

1931/32: League Apps 25 Goals 7 Cup Apps 2

WILFRED SENIOR


Born: Rotherham, 1912

Career: Rotherham United 1935-36

   York City were Rotherham's opponents at Bootham Crescent on 29 February 1936, when Wilfred made his only appearance at outside left. His team were beaten 2-1.

1935/36: League App 1

JIMMY SHARP



Born: Motherwell

Career: Hamilton Academical; Rotherham United (3/29)

   Centre half Jimmy didn't arrive at Millmoor until shortly before the end of the 1928/29 season but he went straight into the team playing in four of the last five games. 

   He then played in the opening two games of the following season but that was to mark the end of his brief career.

1928/29: League Apps 4

1929/30: League Apps 2

RICHARD SHAW
Born: Kilnhurst

Career: Mexborough Town; Rotherham County (8/20)

   Richard looked as if he might claim a regular place when he played at inside left in six successive games early in the 1920/21 season but he was only subsequently used sparingly until he returned  for the last three matches. 

   He made more appearances in his second season when six matches on the trot was his longest run. On both occasions he found the net, Rotherham were winners with a 2-0 scoreline against Bradford at home and a 1-0 victory at Hull City.

1920/21:  League Apps 12

1921/22:  League Apps 17 Goals 2
WILF SIMMONITE

Born: Rotherham

Career: Rotherham County (8/19)

   His only appearance in his first season was at right half in a 2-2 home draw against Bristol City on October 11th, 1919, and the following season he made six successive appearances starting on December 27th,1920, with his last coming at Blackpool on February 19th.

1919/20:  League App 1

1920/21:  League Apps 7

FRANK SKULL



Born: Swindon

Career: Middlesbrough; Scunthorpe United; Rotherham United (5/30); Newark Town (8/32)

   Frank wore the number four shirt for the first 29 games of the 1930/31 season and after another two appearances in the same position, he returned for the last three games of the season, this time twice playing at centre half and once at left half. His only goal came in the second game of the campaign on September 1st in a 3-2 win at Crewe Alexandra. 

   In 1931/32 he was at left half  in four of his five appearances - he played at right half in the other - with his last game coming on September 28th, 1931, in a 1-1 home draw against Stockport County.

1930/31:  League Apps 34 Goal 1

1931/32:  League Apps 5
HAROLD SLEIGHT

Born: Sleaford, 2 July, 1907

Career: Carlisle United; Rotherham United (7/37)

   A strong kicking goalkeeper, Harold had made 16 Football League appearances for Carlisle United before he moved to Millmoor, he was number one choice until early December 1938.

1937/38:  League Apps 34 Cup Apps 3

1938/39:  League Apps 17 Cup App 1

ANDY SMAILES



Born: Radcliffe, 21 May, 1896 


Died: Shepton Mallet, October, 1978

Career: Blyth Spartans; Newcastle United (10/19); Sheffield Wednesday (10/22); Bristol City (10/23); Rotherham United (8/29). 

   Joining  Rotherham as a centre half, he was to become a vital member of the club's vast improvement. In his first season he was a dominant defender with his one and only goal coming in a 2-1 win at Rochdale on September 21st, 1929.  

   But he was at the twilight of his career as a player making only a handful of appearances during the following two seasons. Then he became Rotherham's trainer in 1934 under manager Reg Freeman and they went on to form a formidable partnership. When Freeman moved to become boss at Sheffield United, Andy took over  as manager at Rotherham in August 1952 and he remained in charge until October, 1958. During that time he led the club to its best ever position when they finished third in Division Two, level on points with Birmingham City and Luton Town who were both promoted to Division One (the present Premiership). United missed out by a slight margin on goal average. 

Later managed Scarborough. 

1929/30:  League Apps 30 Goal 1 Cup Apps 3

1930/31:  League App 1

1931/32:  League Apps 5 Cup Apps 2

TOM SMELT

Born: Rotherham, 25 November, 1900


Died: Rotherham, 1980

Career: Mexborough Town; Chesterfield Municipal (8/20); Rotherham Town (12/20); Burnley (1/21); Wombwell (6/21); Accrington Stanley (10/22); Exeter City (9/24); Chesterfield (7/25); Morecambe (8/26); Manchester City (4/27); Oldham Athletic (5/28); Crewe Alexandra (6/30); Scunthorpe United (8/31); Rotherham United (9/32)

   Another player whose Rotherham league career was a brief one, Tom played at inside right on September 10th and 17th, 1932, the first game being a 1-0 home win against Barrow and the second a goalless draw at Carlisle United.

1932/33: League Apps 2

ERNEST SMITH



Born: Shirebrook, 13 January, 1912

Career: Sutton Junction; Burnley (7/31); Nottingham Forest (7/34); Rotherham United (8/35); Plymouth Argyle (11/38)

   A versatile player, Ernest played in a number of different positions in Rotherham's forward line but he still managed a goal every other game in his first season. When he was at centre forward in the closing weeks after playing at inside forward, he twice netted doubles. 

   The following season he came into the side on 10 October 1936 when the team was beaten 4-1 at Oldham Athletic and he retained the number ten shirt for the rest of the season finishing as top scorer with two more than Ralph Pedwell. In one particular prolific spell he his 13 goals in 15 games. 

   He didn't miss a single league or cup game in 1937/38 although he didn't find the net as often and in his last season, he didn't play after November 5th,1938.

1935/36: League Apps 24 Goals 12 Cup App 1

1936/37: League Apps 34 Goals 22 Cup Apps 3

1937/38: League Apps 42 Goals 10 Cup Apps 4 Goal 1

1938/39: League Apps 7
NORMAN H. SMITH
Born: Rotherham

Career: Rotherham United 1925-26

   Local born Norman played a solitary game at centre forward when Rotherham lost 4-1 at Ashington on  April 10th, 1926, although he did manage to mark the occasion with a goal.

1925/26:  League App 1 Goal 1

WILF SMITH



Born: Sheffield, 28 March, 1910

Career: Blackpool (7/32); Rotherham United (7/33); Burnley (5/34); Crystal Palace (7/35)

   Wilf started his Rotherham career at left back but he played the majority of his game for the club at right back.

1933/34: League Apps 26 Cup Apps 3
JOHN EDWARD SNEE



Born: Sheffield, 22 June,1904

Died: Sheffield, 22 September, 1985


Career: Rotherham United (8/25)

   John's debut came at right half in a 1-0 home win against Wigan Borough on April 3rd,1926, and he played his other games in the same position repeating that the following season. He enjoyed a run of 14 consecutive games commencing in January 1927 and his goal came in a 5-2 defeat at Chesterfield in February. 

1925/26: League Apps 4

1926/27: League Apps 15 Goal 1

HARRY SOUTAR


Born: Invergowrie, 1905

Career: Dundee; Rhyl; Accrington Stanley (6/29); Notts County (7/30); Rotherham United (7/31); Rhyl (7/32); Brechin City

   Scottish junior international goalkeeper who was a Welsh Cup finalist with Rhyl in 1926-27. He helped Notts County to win the Third Division (South) title in 1930-31 before moving to Millmoor where he took over as first choice goalkeeper until the end of February.

1931/32: League Apps 32

WALTER SPICER


Born: Rotherham, 1909

Career: Norton Woodseats; Sheffield United (7/30); Rotherham United (7/31)

   Walter was an inside forward who had a decent scoring record  netting two goals in his second game. 

   The goals dried up a little the following season possibly because he played some of his games at centre half where he had figured on one occasion the previous season. He played at number five in the opening game of 1933/34, was at right half for the second and inside left for the third as his career ended. An accomplished cricketer, he was called up to practice by Yorkshire CCC.

1931/32:  League Apps 30 Goals 10 Cup Apps 2

1932/33:  League Apps 33 Goals 5 Cup App 1

1933/34:  League Apps 3

HARRY STANIFORTH

Career: Louth Town; Rotherham United (8/32); Hull City (11/32)

   When Harry made his Rotherham debut on 10 September 1932, he scored the goal in a 1-0 home win against Barrow playing at outside left. 

   Two games later he switched to the right and scored again in a 2-0 home win against Rochdale before moving to Hull City.

1932/33: League Apps 6 Goals 2

WILLIAM (BILLY) STANTON
Born: London

Career: Brentford; Rotherham County (8/19); Millwall (7/20); Llanelli (7/23)

   Billy was at left half in Rotherham County's first ever Football League game and he played in that same position for 27 of the first 28 games. His goal was a consolation in a 5-1 defeat at Blackpool on New Year's Day 1920.

1919/20: League apps 27 Goals 1
PARKIN HELLIWELL STEEL



Born: Sheffield, 1902


Career: Rotherham United (10/26); Worksop Town (8/27)

   Blessed with an unusual christian name, he made his debut at left half in a 2-2 draw at Barrow on October 23rd, 1926, and made 12 successive appearances. 

   Towards the end of the season he made four more appearances, three of them at right half and the last at centre half.

1926/27: League Apps 16 Cup App 1

 JOHN STEWART


Born: Co. Derry

Career: Ashton National; Rotherham United (6/30)

   John had been at Rotherham for some time before he was called into the first team, making his debut at right half in a 2-0 defeat at Gateshead on February 21st, 1930. He played in the same position for the remainder of his games apart from one when he was at centre half.

1930/31: League Apps 6
ARTHUR STURGESS

Born: Conisbrough, March,1900

Career: Frickley Colliery; Rotherham United (8/33)

   Arthur played at inside left in a 4-1 defeat at Barrow on September 9th, 1933 and his second appearance two weeks later saw him score Rotherham's goal in a 3-1 loss at Stockport County.

1933/34: League Apps 2 Goal 1

Cup App 1

CHARLIE SUTCLIFFE

Born: Bradford, 7 October, 1890


Died: 18 August, 1964

Career: Leeds City; Rotherham County (8/20); Sheffield United (9/24)

   Charlie had a hectic Rotherham debut as goalkeeper in a 5-4 home win against  South Shields in October 1920, his only game that season. After a mid-season spell of three games the following season, Charlie returned to play in the last 11 games. That started an unbroken sequence of 102 league and cup appearances, his last game coming on September 6th, 1924.

1920/21: League App 1

1921/22: League Apps 14

1922/23: League Apps 42 Cup Apps 1

1923/24: League Apps 42  Cup App 1

1924/25: League Apps 42  Cup Apps 3

1925/26: League Apps 3

RICHARD SYKES


Born: South Emsall, 28 November, 1910


Died: Rotherham,  February, 1988

Career: South Kirkby Colliery; Rotherham United (8/32)

   Richard made his debut at centre forward in a 2-1 home win against Stockport                                                    County on November 19th,1932, and his second game was at right half  six games later. 

   The remainder of his appearances in his first season were at inside left with his one goal coming in a 4-3 defeat at York City on February 4th,1933.

   He then reverted to centre half in 1933/34 and from October 21st he didn't miss a league game scoring in a 3-1 home win against Crewe Alexandra on February 17th, 1934.  

   Richard then played at number five for the first six games of 1934/35.

1932/33: League Apps 15 Goal 1 Cup App 1

1933/34: League Apps 33 Goal 1 Cup Apps 5

1934/35: League Apps 6

ALEC TAYLOR



Born: Maltby, 21 December,1906



Died: Barnsley, 7 September,1993

Career: Maltby Main; Rotherham United (5/27); Scarborough (8/30)

  Two games at outside right on October 1st and 8th, 1927, were the sum 
total of Alec's appearances. Both games -  at Southport and at home to 
Durham City - ended in 1-1 draws.

1927/28: League Apps 2

GEORGE THOMPSON

Born: Ashington

Career: Burnley (7/19); Rotherham County (7/21); Ashington (7/23)

   George was another player who appeared in a few different positions, his first few coming at right half with a couple at centre half and four at inside right. 

   But 16 of his games were played at right back with one at left back. When playing at inside right he scored County's goal in an FA Cup qualifying round game at home to Coventry City. His appearances the following season were well spread out with one on the first day of the season, the next in mid-October followed by the end of November, the beginning of January, early February and the last game of the season.

1921/22:  League Apps 30 Cup App 1 Goal 1

1922/23:  League Apps 6

HARRY TORDOFF
Born: Barnsley

Career: Nelson (7/28); Sheffield United (2/30); Rotherham United (7/31)

   Harry played at centre half in the second and third games of the 1931/32 season, both at home.

1931/32: League Apps 2
GEORGE  TURNER


Career: Rotherham United 1929-30

   A goalkeeper, George made his debut on Boxing Day 1929 and made three successive appearances, then he played again on February 8th,1930. 

1929/30: League Apps 4

GEORGE JONES TURNER

Born: Rotherham, 2 October, 1909


Died: Rotherham, 1982

Career: Frickley Colliery; Scarborough; Rotherham United (7/33); Gainsborough Trinity (7/35)

   Like his namesake, this George Turner was also a goalkeeper starting the 1933/34 season with a run of four games. he returned to play another six and after playing on New Year's Day he appeared in the last 11 games of the season.

1933/34: League Apps 22

JIMMY TURNER



Born: Swallownest, 20 February, 1898 

Died: 1973

Career: Swallownest; Rotherham County (7/22)

1923/24:  League Apps 4

1924/25:  League Apps 17 Cup Apps 2

1925/26:  League Apps 24 Cup Apps 3

1926/27:  League Apps 41 Cup App 1

1927/28:  League Apps 40 Cup Apps 5

1928/29:  League Apps 36 Cup App 1

1929/30:  League Apps 34 Goal 1 Cup Apps 4

1930/31:  League Apps 15

1931/32:  League Apps 33 Goal 1 Cup Apps 2

1932/33:  League Apps 42 Cup App 1

1933/34:  League Apps 40 Cup Apps 5

1934/35:  League Apps 11 Cup Apps 2
JOHN ALLAN TURNER




Career: Silverwood Colliery; Dalton Brook; Stockport County (12/26); Wolverhampton Wanderers (6/28); Watford (9/29); Rotherham United (4/30); Southampton Borough (11/30); Winchester City (9/33).

    Yet another goalkeeping Turner, this one was a prominent figure in local football in Rotherham before he moved up to the Football League. But his career received a setback when he suffered a broken leg shortly after signing for Wolverhampton Wanderers.

   He had joined them as first team keeper but suffered his injury after just seven games. His only game for Rotherham was the very last match of the 1929/30 season and in November 1930 he reverted to being an amateur again.

1929/30: League App 1
JOHN FAWCETT WALLACE


Born: Spennymoor, 9 January, 1895

Died: Southport, 1973

Career: Rotherham County (8/19)

   John's first game came at centre forward  at home to Bury on 7 February, 1920 and he played the next game, away at Bury at inside right. He filled that position again in the penultimate game of the season but in the second half of 1920/21 he carved out a regular place for himself. 

   He scored his first goal in a 6-1 defeat at Nottingham Forest on Christmas Day 1920 and grabbed two more  in a 4-2 win at Bristol City on New Year's Day. 

   In 1921/22 he had a run of six successive league appearances from the end of October and he scored in three out of five of those games.

1919/20: League Apps 3

1920/21: League Apps 20 Goals 3 Cup app 1

1921/22: League Apps 9 Goals 3

ALBERT WARD



Born: Mexborough  

Career: St. Albans City; Fulham; Mexborough Athletic; Rotherham United (5/30); Wombwell (7/31)

   Albert came in to play in goal on 6 December 1930 and he played four successive games conceding no fewer than 17 goals. He fared much better in his other three games letting in just one in each of them.

1930/31:  League Apps 7

WILLIAM STANLEY  WARING

Born: Dewsbury, 23 August 1908



Died: Wakefield
1972

Career: Cardiff City; Rotherham United (8/29)

   William played at outside right when he made his debut in a 4-1 home defeat at the hands of Darlington on October 12th, 1929. He then missed two matches before coming back for the next four and later played once at centre forward. 

   His goal came in a 2-1 home win against Crewe Alexandra on November 16th.

1929/30: League Apps 6 Goal 1

GEOFF WEBB
 
Born: Rotherham, 1903

Career: Rotherham United 1927-28

   Lincoln City were the visitors to Millmoor on March 24th, 1928, when Geoff played at outside left in a 4-2 defeat and he retained his place the following week in a 1-1 draw at New Brighton.

1927/28: League Apps 2

CHARLES WESTLEY
   Charlie played at right back against Bradford City at Millmoor in the North Section Cup in January 1939 when the game ended in a goalless draw. He would surely have played more games but for the intervention of the war.

ERNIE WHEATLEY


Born: Staveley

Career: Rotherham County (8/19); Mansfield Town (5/22); Wath Athletic (7/23)

   It wasn't until February 5th, 1921, that Ernie made his Rotherham debut but once in the side he kept his position at left back for the remainder of the season. 

   He started in the same spot at the beginning of the following season and scored in a 4-2 defeat at Bradford on September 24th.  At the end of October, he lost his place and played just two more games both at right back in successive games in early March.

1920/21:  League Apps 15

1921/22:  League Apps 12 Goal 1 Cup App 1
FRANK CHARLES WHEELER

Born: Rotherham, 1909

Career: Broom Sports; Rotherham United (7/29)

   Frank's two appearances in 1929/30 both came at outside left in the last two games of the season, both ended in defeat. 

   The following season he had an in and out experience often playing three or four games on the trot before missing one or two. 

   His two goals both came in the same game, a comprehensive 6-0 home win against Barrow on September 20th, 1930. His last appearance was on February 14th, 1931.

1929/30:  League Apps 2

1930/31:  League Apps 20 Goals 2 Cup App 1

MARK WHITTAKER


Born: Bradford

Career: Rotherham County 1923-24

After appearing at centre forward in the first game of the season against Walsall at Millmoor - a 2-0 defeat - Mark's brief career came to an immediate end.

1923/24: League App 1
ERNIE WHITWORTH


Born: Dinnington, 14 March 1907 

Died: Sheffield,
8 June 1974

Career: Treeton; Chesterfield (12/27); Wath Athletic (7/29); Dinnington Athletic; Rotherham United (5/30); Barnsley (8/32); Aldershot (5/35)

   The only game that Ernie missed in the 1930/31 season was the very last one, having played at centre half in all the others. 

   He then played the first game of the next season at left half but missed the next seven before returning to the line up again.

1930/31: League Apps 41 Cup App 1

1931/32: League Apps 23 Cup App 2

CYRIL WILKINSON

Born: Rotherham, 1918

Career: Rotherham United (8/37)

   Cyril was a goalkeeper who made his debut in a 2-0 defeat at Rochdale on October 2nd, 1937, and that was the start of a sequence of six successive games.   He played again on January 15th, with his last game of the season coming in the penultimate game on April 30th, 1938. 

   In 1938/39 he had a good run of games playing all the remainder of the fixtures after replacing Harold Sleight.

1937/38:  League Apps 8 Cup App 1

1938/38:  League Apps 25 Cup Apps 2
SAM WILKS



Born: Sheffield, 1903

Career: Rotherham County (11/24)

   Sam played all his games at inside left, his first coming in a 4-3 defeat against Wigan Borough on November 15th, 1924, to start a run of nine league and cup games in the position. During that time he netted his only goal -  in a 1-1 home draw against Lincoln City on 13 December. 

1924/25: League Apps 17 Goal 1 Cup App 1

JOEY WILLIAMS


Born: Rotherham, 4 June, 1902

Career: Rotherham Town; Rotherham County (7/21); Huddersfield Town (5/24)

   Fair-hared Joey was an outside right local bred player who made his debut at home to Barnsley on November 7th, 1921, keeping his place for the vast majority of the rest of the season. 

   He played just one game in the opening weeks of the 1922/23 season but after coming back into the team on 28 October, he didn't miss another game. 

   That unbroken sequence included an FA Cup first round tie when Rotherham lost 1-0 at Chelsea in front of a crowd of 34,500. His most successful season was his last when he was an ever present in 1923/24.

1921/22:  League Apps 21 Goals 2 Cup Apps 3

1922/23:  League Apps 32 Goals 3 Cup App 1

1923/24:  League Apps 42 Goals 3 Cup Apps 3 Goal 1

WILLIAM (BILLY) R.  WILSON



Born:  Rotherham, November 1915

Career: Scarborough; Scunthorpe United; Frickley Colliery; Rotherham United (5/33); Bristol Rovers (7/34); Gillingham (7/36); Aldershot (7/37)

   A wing half who split his appearances between the left and right, Billy never played more than three games on the trot.

1933/34: League Apps 11 Cup Apps 2
EDWARD (TED) WINDLE



Born: Rotherham, 6 September 1899



Died: Rotherham, 1980

Career: Dalton Juniors; Rotherham County (5/23)

   Both Ted's appearances came at left half, the first on Boxing Day 1923 in a 2-1 home defeat at the hands of Chesterfield and the second on January 5th, 1924, when County lost 2-0 at Bradford.

1923/24: League Apps 2

BENJAMIN  WOODWARD


Born: Rotherham, 1914

Died: November, 2001

Career: St. Anns Rovers; Rotherham United (8/34)

   Ben could hardly claim a glittering career - although he could boast that he didn't play in a losing Rotherham team. 

   He was at outside left when Stockport County were beaten 2-0 at Millmoor on April 25th, 1935, and he had switched to the right wing on December 7th, 1935, in a 1-1 home draw, Stockport again being the opponents.

1934/35:  League App 1

1935/36:  League App 1

VICTOR WRIGHT


Born: Walsall, 24 January, 1909


Died: 1964

Career: Bloxwich Strollers; Bristol City; Rotherham United (7/29); Sheffield Wednesday (10/30); Rotherham United (2/33); Liverpool (3/34); Plymouth Argyle (7/37); Chelmsford City (7/38)

1929/30:  League Apps 33 Goals 12 Cup App 1

1930/31:  League Apps 7 Goals 8

1932/33:  League Apps 16 Goals 6

1933/34:  League Apps 32 Goals 12 Cup Apps 5 Goal 1
JOHN E.  WRIGHT



Born: Swallownest

Career: Sheffield United; Rotherham United (7/33); Dinnington Athletic (7/34); Mexborough Athletic (6/35)

   A goalkeeper but he played the opening game of the season at centre forward. He then returned to the team in his more accustomed position on January 6th, 1934, for a run of ten games.

1933/34: League Apps 11 Cup 3
JIMMY WYNN


Born: Wallsend,
4 September 1910



Died: Sheffield,
26 May 1986

Career: Swan Hunter; Blyth Spartans (8/28); Wallsend (8/32); Sheffield Wednesday (11/33); Southport (7/35); Rotherham United (5/36); Rochdale (10/36); Scunthorpe United (8/46)

   Initially he was a driller at Swan Hunter and he scored on his Rotherham debut. It was in the opening game of the 1936/37 season on  August 29th, when Gateshead were beaten 3-0 at Millmoor. 

   Jimmy played at inside left as he did in five of the opening seven games. He was a prolific goalscorer at Rochdale, netting 30 times during the 1938-39 campaign. 1936/37:  League Apps 5 Goal 1

HERBERT YATES


Born: Barnoldswick

Career: Rotherham County (7/24)

   A left back, Herbert first played for Rotherham County on November 8th, 1924 and he was in the line up for the very last league game of their existence - a 3-1 home defeat against Chesterfield. 

  Then he was in Rotherham United's first game - a 2-0 defeat at Accrington Stanley - and he held his full back position until early November. 

   He was then converted into a centre forward playing his first game at number nine on January  23rd, 1926, when he marked the occasion with a hat-trick in a 6-2 home win against Wrexham. 

   On March 6th he netted another three to take his tally to ten goals from just eight games. In 1926/27 he scored on both his appearances as centre forward with his other four coming as a defender.

1924/25:  League Apps 24 Cup Apps 1

1925/26:  League Apps 29 Goals 10

1926/27:  League Apps 6 Goals 2

